
I really found my brain rebelling at 
the thought of sitting down to write a 
Th anksgiving letter in the middle of August.  
Each time I picked up the laptop to get to 
work, all I could think was, “It’s not time for 
that yet.”  But on the very last Th ursday of 
my vacation, I found my inspiration. 

During my holidays, I typically buy huge 
amounts of produce and work away on cooking 

and canning all the things that I enjoy eating throughout the winter 
months. On this particular day, I came back from an early shopping trip 
to the market. My project was to make chili sauce, which unlike so many 
other things, has to sit and boil on the stove for most of the day.  

When everything was prepared and the chili sauce was boiling away, I 
went over to the church to play with the children at Camp Little Dragon.  
Periodically, I would come home and stir my sauce and then return next 
door to participate in more activities.  On one trip back to the kitchen, I 
was suddenly overwhelmed by all the wonderful smells of fresh vegetables 
and spices cooking away on my stove. . .  and fi nally, my writer’s block 
broke. How could I have said, “It’s not time for that yet.”  It‘s ALWAYS 
time for Th anksgiving!  

Suddenly, everywhere I looked, my eyes began seeing things for which I 
needed to give thanks.  I saw all the children with whom I’d been playing 

throughout the day.  Th ank God for them!  Th ank God their families 
had chosen to give us the chance to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ with them.  I saw the little girl with leukemia who spent much 
of her summer with us, but who had missed a few days because her last 
treatment was very hard on her.  Th ank God she was feeling well enough 
to come out and play today!  Th ank God that I had the opportunity to 
meet her. Th ank God for all the healthy children in that camp who didn’t 
need to undergo such diffi  cult treatments.  And I saw all the food I was 
preparing for myself and for the parish Christmas bazaar, but I was seeing 
it in an entirely new light. 

Th anksgiving isn’t a day.  It isn’t even a season.  It is an attitude.  And 
once we fi nd that attitude of gratitude, we see reasons to give thanks to 
God everywhere we turn.  Th e blessings that inhabit our lives every day 
are so great and so abundant; they can actually blind us to the need to say 
thanks. Work on developing an attitude of gratitude.

As you gather with family and loved ones this Th anksgiving, avoid 
simply bowing your heads and saying cursory thanks for the meal you are 
about to receive. Consider and give thanks for all the marvels, big and 
small, that God has placed in your everyday life.  I promise that once you 
begin to look, you won’t believe everything there is to see!

Faithfully,

Don+
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Upcoming Events
Sun. Sept. 30 – STARS Celebration Breakfast, 8:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m
Back to Church Sunday - Invite your friends!”
Sun. Oct. 28 – Bilingual (English/Spanish) Service and Potluck Lunch, 10:00 a.m.
Tues. Oct 30 – Turkey Supper, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. Nov. 17 – Christmas Market, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Watch for more details in you Sunday bulletins, visit our website or call the church o�  ce: 519-744-4751.



Greetings! As we enter the fall season and 
approach Thanksgiving, a number of activities 
have already started. Your Parish Council, 
committees, and Executive are looking forward to 
another exciting year!

SUMMER RECAP: Before we focus on the busy 
months ahead, we would like to thank all those who 
made the summer a great experience both at St. 
George’s and beyond:
• Thanks to following individuals for organizing 
another great season of fun yet meaningful activities 
for our Little Dragon Day Camp: MaryLynn 
Forrest, Vivian Harris, Susan Butt, Co-Directors 
Helen Protopapas and Alex Couzens, and their 
dedicated team of counselors and volunteers.
• Thanks to John Ryrie and his helpers for providing 
tasty ice cream sundaes to the clients of St. John’s 
Kitchen throughout the summer. Your donations to 
this outreach effort were most appreciated!  
• Thanks to everyone who participated in the 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship service this summer. The single 
service allowed our regular 8:15 and 10:00 a.m. 
congregations the opportunity to worship and have 
fellowship together. 

FALL START-UP: Our fall activities are gearing 
up. “Startup Sunday”, September 9, was well 
attended!  Programs began, Sunday School students 
were registered, Youth leaders were introduced, 
and a BBQ organized and sponsored by the Parish 
Council completed the morning’s activities!   

CHURCH SCHOOL: We are very pleased to 
have Alison Olmsted and Kate Durdan continuing 
as Church School Co-coordinators for a final year.  
They have plans in motion for the especially in 
regards to leadership teams and succession planning.  
If you are able to volunteer in the Church School in 
any capacity, please see either Alison or Kate.  They 
will welcome you with open arms!

STARS: We have received nearly $60,000 in the 
STARS Campaign!  Thanks so much for your 
support so far.  We expect to wrap up the campaign 
in December so please continue to contribute this 
fall!  Recently, we completed such major projects 
as the refurbishment of Thompson Hall and the 
installation of a replacement boiler for the original 
church! See Paul Thomas’ report in this issue for 
more details.

WEEKLY CONTRIBUTIONS: In addition to 
special projects like STARS, please remember that 
St. George’s needs your regular contributions for its 
General Operating Funds.  With many parishioners 
on holidays throughout the summer, we are now 
behind in donations, which are required to meet 

our monthly budget commitments for lighting, heat, 
general, maintenance, payroll, etc.  Also, if you haven’t 
already done so, please consider setting up Automatic 
Debit to send regular donations to the Church in 
your absence. It greatly helps with our monthly cash 
flow! If you have any questions/concerns about 
donations or would like to setup an Auto Debit 
account, please contact Nelson Cuthbert (519-578-
8671), our Envelope Secretary, or Church Secretary 
Valerie O’Reilly (519-744-4751). 

EXCITING NEWS: We have a new Hispanic 
congregation worshipping here on Sunday afternoons 
at 1:00 p.m. We encourage you to attend one of 
these services. It is amazing how much of the service 
you will be able to follow despite the differences in 
language. And you will marvel at Fr. Don’s abilities in 
Spanish!

COMMUNICATIONS: We thank Regan Roberts 
for help with parish Communications during the past 
two years. She designed the materials for a variety 
of committee projects in addition to laying out each 
issue of this newsletter! Although she has completed 
her contract with us, she will continue to work on the 
Dragon Flyer.

Our sincere thanks also to Alison Olmsted for the 
many hours she devoted this summer to transferring 
our website over to WordPress.  Our objective is to 
rework the website so that Church Secretary Val 
O’Reilly and a couple of other people can easily 
update it with items sent in by parishioners. In that 
regard, we urge you to submit communication items 
to Val on a regular basis. Our website will only be 
interesting if it contains timely information!

WARDENS/TREASURER NEEDED: We are 
currently seeking parishioners to come forward and 
volunteer time as future wardens. Reta Risto is now 
in her 6th year of service and Nelson Cuthbert is 
approaching the end of his 4th year.  Furthermore, 
we need a new treasurer. Steve Lipkowski has given 
notice that he will be stepping down as of Vestry in 
January 2013 after many years as treasurer.  Please 
see Fr. Don if you are interested in these positions or 
know of someone who should be approached!
As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, we offer 
our support and prayers for the on-going efforts of 
our Parish Ministry Team: Fr. Don, Rev. Marita and 
Brother Mark, as they address the many and various 
needs of St. George’s.  Finally, a huge thank-you to the 
congregation for your continued work and service at 
St. George’s as we grow together with God, now and 
in the future!

Happy Thanksgiving,   
Your Wardens Susan Butt, Nelson Cuthbert, Vivian 
Harris and Reta Risto

FROM YOUR WARDENS

Susan Butt

Nelson Cuthbert

Vivian Harris 

Reta Risto



Lazarus sponsors this program and there is no 
charge. For more information, refer to the poster 
in the Narthex or contact me through the church 
offi  ce. 
 
CHECK IT OUT!   For Active Anglican Youth

Generation – Young Anglicans on line. 
Interesting, thoughtful and fun!

Well…it’s back to school. Plan to make it your best 
year ever. Why? It’s not your future we’re talking 
about; we’re talking about you as a person. Do 
proud!

WORSHIP: 
adoration, love, 
reverence, respect, 
devotion

Have you ever read 
the notes before 
the various worship 
services in the Book 
of Alternative 
Services?  Th e notes 
regarding the Holy 

Eucharist are particularly interesting. I found 
that I had a greater appreciation and a better 
understanding of our worship practices when I 
read them, especially the red notes (rubrics as 

At 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 12, St. George’s celebrated a Eucharist with a diff erence.  What made that Eucharist special was that it was celebrated 
entirely in Spanish for our new Hispanic congregation!

At the request of our Bishop, and under the leadership of Fr. Javier Arias, our parish broadened its reach in the community by creating a congregation for 
Spanish-speaking Anglicans. We were assisted by the Diocese of Niagara and utilized the expertise of Fr. Arias.
 
We hoped to begin this congregation with perhaps 10 or 12 members and grow it from there.  Much to our surprise and delight, that fi rst service brought 37 
new members to our parish! Fr. Javier provided accompaniment on the guitar for the hymns and worship music, and I proclaimed the Gospel - in Spanish.  
Th is weekly Eucharist has been so successful, we already have up to 50 parishioners attending.
 
We will offi  cially welcome members of our Hispanic congregation at a potluck luncheon to be held on October 21 following a bilingual 10:00 a.m. service.
 
– Father Don

 Fr. Javier Arias 
Let me introduce myself: I am Father Javier 
Arias, a Colombian priest and missionary to 
Canada. 

Th ree years ago, I saw the potential for building 
congregations of Spanish-speaking Anglicans 
and brought the project to the attention of 

St. gEORgES lAUNChES A NEW SERviCE At A NEW tiME – iN SPANiSh!

NEW hiSPANiC CONgREgAtiON A lABOUR OF lOvE AND FAith
Bishop Michael Bird in the Diocese of Niagara. 
Bishop Bird and some diocesan priests embraced 
this idea and gave us their blessing. 

With the help of my wife, Ruth Hurtado, and 
a small group of friends, we began this loving 
project. Today, the Hispanic congregation in 
Hamilton,  has about 36 families. Th ey meet 
every Saturday at the parish of Saint Luke to 
celebrate the Eucharist and share their lives, 
desires, hopes and dreams.

Due to the strong response to our initial project, 
I proposed to Bishop Bird that he create an 
Offi  ce of Hispanic Ministry which would open 
doors and start new missions in Niagara – or 
in other cities where there was a high Hispanic 
concentration. Following our success in 
Hamilton, I explored opportunities for new 
missions in St. Catharine’s and in Kitchener. 

Both places, by God’s grace, have now begun very 
successful congregations.

With the permission of Bishop Bob Bennett and 
Father Don Davidson, St. George’s has become 
the new Anglican faith home of the Spanish 
community in Kitchener-Waterloo. Looking 
ahead, our hope is that week-by-week more 
members will come together in love and faith to 
worship at St. George’s. 

We continue praying to God and asking for the 
Light and guidance of the Holy Spirit to be 
faithful to the last commandment of Jesus our 
Lord: “Go to all the nations and proclaim the 
good news, baptizing in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”.  

– Father Javier

FROM thE DEACON’S BENCh

Brother Mark, S.B.

they were called in the Book of Common Prayer). 
If you haven’t read them, make a point to do so. 
It may shed light on what we do and why we do 
what we do. Now…that’s a whole lot of “do’s”!

THE CAREGIVERS PROGRAM for 
those who care for loved ones dying at home.

Th is is a four-point community program that 
provides a practical Guide, as well as support and 
encouragement to those who are caring for dying 
family members at home. We will be meeting at 
Saint Mark’s Church on King Street, Kitchener 
(beside Grand River Hospital) on Saturday 
mornings from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on October 13, 
20, 27 and November 10. Th e Order of Saint 



John Shaw, 
Organist and Jr./Inter. Choir Director 

Th e word that best describes our devoted organist and Jr./Inter. Choir 
Director, John Shaw, is “passionate”. John is passionate about his 
faith, his family, his friends, his volunteer commitments and his leisure 
activities. (And until he offi  cially retired last summer, he was passionate 
about his students and his teaching career that spanned 44 years!)

John was one of four children who grew up in a poor family in Toronto. 
Yet as the son of musically inclined parents (his mother was a church 
organist; his father sang in a choir), he was selected to join Canada’s 
top male children’s choir at St. Simon’s Anglican. (Among its many 
achievements, this nationally acclaimed choir sang for the Queen during 
her visit in 1954!) John was equally fortunate to receive organ lessons 
from the choir director.

Fast forward to 1969 when John and his wife, Mary, came to Kitchener 
and St. George’s. John initially joined the choir. Two years later, he 
was asked to “fi ll in” as organist for a couple of weeks, assured by Music 
Director John Kelso (whom he knew from St. Simon’s) that the little 
Hammond organ was easy to play. Well, the rest (four decades!) is history. 
Initially, he accompanied the 10:00 a.m. service and then in 2001, he was 
asked to play at both services.

For the past few summers, our church has been reaching out to the needy 
clients of St. John’s Kitchen. We serve them ice cream along with sundae 
toppings, usually on Fridays. 

Th ree volunteers from our church arrive just before lunch. Th ey don aprons, 
hair nets, and plastic gloves. While one person scoops the ice cream, the 
other two dole out chocolate or butterscotch sauces, and off er toppings of 
peanuts, chocolate chips, sprinkles, etc.

Typically, St. John’s serves lunch to more than 200 men and women (and 

gEttiNg tO KNOW YOU The story behind familiar faces at St. George’s
John has always loved music. He describes it as a “universal language”. “It 
speaks to all of us! It speaks to our soul, our hearts, our shared humanity...” 
As for his ministry at St. George’s, he says, “I give what 
I can. Th e world needs everybody’s gift s!”

Although he’s played organ for decades, John’s fi rst love is the piano which 
he studied until he went to university. Now that he has retired from 
teaching, his goal is to become more accomplished on our pipe organ: a 
more challenging instrument than the little Hammond!

John’s other ministry at St. George’s is directing the Junior (and when 
there are members) Intermediate choirs. John initially volunteered to 
play the piano when Margaret Ford (Father Don Ford’s wife) was junior 
choir director. When the Fords moved to London, John took over as 
director. John enjoys working with the children (“Th ey keep me young!) 
and makes a special eff ort to explain the meaning of the words in the 
hymns to them so they can sing with appropriate expression. Although he 
enjoys conducting, he now has talented teenagers to assist with that job.

Speaking of teenagers, John taught full time for 34 years at Waterloo 
Collegiate Institute, followed by 10 years on a part-time basis. He taught 
Economics, World Religions and Vocal Music. “I never thought teaching 
was a job!” he says. In 1991, John’s dedication to his students was 
recognized with Waterloo Region’s Stewart Award for Teacher Excellence!

Now that he’s retired, John walks fi ve miles every day and continues to play 
tennis. He is currently writing a book entitled “My Last Class” in which he 
shares his views on economics, religion and philosophy. He is particularly 
dismayed by our modern society’s obsession with accumulating possessions. 
“Th e more things we have, the more things we want!” In his opinion, 
“joy is about achieving things” not acquiring things. In fact, “Giving is 
where the joy comes from!” I think most of us at St. George’s would agree!

John and Mary celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary last March. 
Th ey have two adult children, Susan (29) and Werner (34).
– Helen Hickman

COOL TREATS FOR THE NEEDY
John Ryrie dishes out ice cream at St. John’s Kitchen aided by Ivan Mariapen and Val Cuthbert 

occasionally a few children).  We usually scoop up 4 ½ to 5 large tubs of 
Chapman’s ice cream in various fl avours.  While a commercial ice cream 
cone might cost you anywhere from $2 to $4, we keep our expenses to 
a very modest 40 cents per serving by purchasing most supplies from a 
wholesaler.
 
While the cost is modest, the favorable reaction is signifi cant. You can only 
imagine how pleased the patrons are when they receive this kind of dessert 
on a hot, sticky summer day. Almost all of them say thanks or share funny 
or appreciative comments with the St. George’s volunteers.  
 
Our congregation is remarkably generous in its support of this outreach. 
At nine Sunday services this summer, you donated more than $1,000 or 40 
tubs of ice cream!  

Now that this seasonal project is over, I’d like to thank everyone who has 
made donations as well as the following volunteers: Jean Horne, Anne 
Jones, Gerry McGregor, Ivan Mariapen, Alex Hickman, and Nelson and 
Valerie Cuthbert.  For anyone who signed up but wasn’t needed, I’ll get 
you next summer!

– John Ryrie



 

CONSiDER jOiNiNg 
OUR WOMEN’S 
gUilD!
The Women’s Guild is for all 
female parishioners who are 
interested in sharing faith, 
fellowship and fun through a 
variety of activities. Together 
we enjoy singing, laughing, 
praying, talking, creating  
and serving others . . . The 
list is endless!

Events include our monthly 
Book Club, theatre outings, 
craft nights, Christmas 
Market, Women’s Eucharist, 
and our annual Spring 
Tea. You are welcome to 
participate in as many events 
as you like.

For more information or to 
add your name to our member 
list, contact the church office 
or speak to Ruth Pearce.

PROviDE MEAlS 
FOR thOSE  
iN NEED
Father Don sometimes learns 
of individuals or families who 
are in need of a meal. If you 
would be willing to prepare a 
meal from time to time, and 
would like to add your name 
to our contact list, please 
phone or email the office or 
speak to Ruth Pearce.

Sarah McCormick

Matthew Pitts

Your contributions to date of $58,000 towards our 
$65,000 target, has allowed us to complete many 
much-needed projects since the STARS campaign 
began. In August, we refurbished Thompson Hall 
with new wiring, lighting (both fluorescent and pot 
lights) and a new ceiling with upgraded acoustic 
tiles. Painting will soon be underway. We also 
recently replaced the 40-year-old boiler (original 
church) with a new high-efficiency appliance.

We appreciate and value your continued support 
and look forward to the successful completion of the 
STARS campaign at the end of December, 2012.  We 
encourage you to fulfill your pledges and keep your 

Although disappointed by the 
departures of our Youth Ministry 
Director Luke Hirsch and our Grade 
7-8 Youth Leader Michele Dunsford, 
we are pleased to announce that 
we have found two well-qualified 
replacements.

Sarah McCormick, along with 
her husband, Mark Kuprowski, 
are relatively new members of our 
congregation. Sarah has agreed to 
lead our Senior Youth group.  A life-
long Anglican, she studied at Huron 
University College (a fact that makes 
me particularly happy!) in London, 
ON. Sarah is currently completing 
her PhD while her husband does his 
Internal Medicine Residency. 

Being a cradle Anglican, Sarah 
benefited from the excellent Youth 
Ministry offered at Little Trinity 
in Toronto. We are confident that 
she will bring a similarly positive 
experience to teens at St. George’s.

STARS… CLOSE TO MEETING OUR GOAL!

St. gEORgE’S WElCOMES tWO 
NEW YOUth lEADERS

contributions coming during this final phase.  Please 
also encourage others to start “new” pledges or make 
contributions if they haven’t already done so. 

To celebrate completion of the Thompson Hall 
renovations, everyone is invited to a parish breakfast 
from 8:45 to 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 30. 
We hope you will join us!

Let’s continue to reach for the STARS – and bring in 
the remaining $7,000!

– Paul Thomas, Campaign Chair

STARS Campaign Chairman Paul Thomas checks progress in Thompson Hall where wiring, ceiling tiles, and lights were updated in August.

Matthew Pitts, who grew up in 
St. George’s, recently returned to 
Kitchener from the West. He has a 
background in Recreation that he 
hopes to carry forward into a teaching 
career. He is leading our Grade 7-8 
group.  Matthew’s experience in 
organizing and running recreational 
programs, plus his familiarity with our 
parish, made him an excellent choice 
for this leadership role.

We are very happy to welcome both 
Sarah and Matthew to these new 
ministries, and we look forward to 
hearing more about their ideas and 
plans in the coming weeks.  

– Fr. Don
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Our summer camp has come to a close aft er eight weeks of loud and 
fun-fi lled days, happy campers and a diligent but tired staff  of nine 
youth. Kudos to Helen Protopapas and Alex Couzens who did a 
fantastic job working together as co-directors!

A huge thank-you to everyone at St. George’s who contributed nearly 
$11,000.00 in support of this important outreach project. Your 
generosity combined with other funding enabled us to provide 65 full 
bursaries and 32 partial bursaries for families having fi nancial diffi  culty. 

Th anks also to those who donated cash for art supplies, baked goodies 
and other treats for our campers. You enabled us to provide a fun, 
enriching experience to many children who might otherwise have been 
left  unengaged or improperly supervised for the summer. 

We could not have a successful camp each year without your ongoing 
support and prayers.  We are very proud of our congregation, our camp 
and our counselors!!
– MaryLynn Forrest

CAMP littlE DRAgON – ANOthER SUCCESSFUl SUMMER OF FUN!

St. George’s is very devoted to helping 
the broader community, especially 
the needy and the vulnerable. Our 
Outreach Committee, composed of 10 
parishioners, meets every second month 
to see how we can help in the world 
beyond our church building.

Th is fall, from September to December, we 
will be seeking support for the following 
initiatives:  

September: Food Bank Drive. Over the 
summer, supplies at the Food Bank become 
quite depleted and need to be replenished.

ShOW COMPASSiON BY REAChiNg OUt tO thE COMMUNitY thiS FAll
October: St. John’s Kitchen. Donate a 
pound of ground meat. It has come to our 
attention that St. John’s Kitchen oft en does 
not have meat to serve their patrons.

November: Share the Warmth. If you are 
purchasing new winter outerwear, bring 
your gently worn items to the church 
and we will take them to the Salvation 
Army Depot. Items needed include: coats, 
hats, boots, scarves, mitts for adults and 
chlldren, as well as children’s snowsuits.  
Talk to your neighbours and collect their 
winter outerwear too! Many people, 
including children, do not have appropriate 
items to keep them warm during our cold 
winter months.

December: St. George’s Angel Tree: We 
have been providing Christmas to various 
families for eight years, bringing smiles to 
many faces and groceries to many who are 
hungry. St. George’s has many angels!

Your continued generosity is most 
appreciated by those less fortunate. Please 
continue to support our fall initiatives with 
donations of money and time!

– Your Outreach Committee: Father Don, 
Brother Mark, MaryLynn Forrest, Reta 
Risto, Susan Butt, Fran Rothenburg, Janet 
Hartry, Heather Murphy, Wendy Sherlock, 
and Michelle Leschak


