
Dear Friends,
Can you believe it? By the 
time this letter reaches you, 
Easter will only be a few days 
away! After this very long 
hard winter, we move into a 
season of new life with the 
proclamation of God’s  
promise of new life in the  
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

I’m looking forward to the 
celebration of Holy Week and Easter with you. It is a very 
busy time of year in the life of a priest, but no other time 
can possibly measure up to Easter. But the preparations  
for Easter fall flat without YOU.

Here are four specific things that you can do as we prepare  
to celebrate Easter this year:

1. Invite your friends!
It’s always amazed me that although I know many of my 
friends are LOOKING for a church to attend on Easter, I 
still feel nervous when inviting them. Maybe it’s the fact that 
we all feel a bit nervous when talking about things that are 
important to us. The truth is, when you invite a friend to join 
you for church on Easter they very often will come, and even 
if they cannot, they’ll appreciate the fact that you thought of 
them. Your Easter invitation could be the nudge that person 
needed to get their faith life back on track.

2. Come to ANY service!
No matter how many friends you invite to join in the 
celebration,  you are an integral part of this congregation.  
We want to celebrate this great day with you. 

3. Help out in any way that you can.
If you see ANYTHING that needs to be done - a piece 
of paper that needs to be picked up, a person who needs 
a question answered, books in the pews that need to be 
straightened - I encourage you to “just do it.” With all the 
many services through Holy Week, there is so much that 
needs to be done. If each of us steps in where needed, we will 
make the best impression on visitors.

4. Personally celebrate the good news of Easter  
starting today.
Just think of it: through the Resurrection, we are made right 
with God; we are invited into a new relationship with God, 
and we are given the promise of life. This isn’t a proclamation 
for a single day’s celebration (Or for fifty days of celebration 
for that matter). This is Good News that changes everything. 
Don’t confine yourself to celebrating it only on April 20th!  

I’m looking forward to seeing you this Easter!

Faithfully

Fr. Don +
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Easter Services pAlm SunDAy, April 13  - 8:15 a.m., 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
mAunDy ThurSDAy, April 17  - 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 18  - 10:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m. Family Service
SATurDAy ViGil, April 19  - 8:00 p.m. all area Churches invited
EASTEr SunDAy, April 20  - 7:15 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist



EDiTOR OF THE 
DRAGON FlYER 
We have been very fortunate 
to have had helen hickman 
as the editor of our parish 
newsletter for the past  
several years.

helen has brought creativity, 
great interviews for the 
“Getting To Know you” 
section of the newsletter and 
fine word smithing to each 
issue. She has now decided to 
move on to new challenges.

As we wish helen well and 
much thanks for the work she 
has done with the newsletter 
we welcome Catherine 
Carlson to the editor’s chair 
of the Dragon Flyer. This is 
Catherine’s first issue so wish 
her well. 
 
Stewardship

Outreach Spring 2014 is an exciting 
time, we have so much to share…

We have little Dragon Summer Day 
Camp planning under way, with hiring 
completed and advertising started within 
our church and in our community. We 
had a great fundraiser “kick off ” hosted 
by the Kitchener West Optimists group 
on Friday, February 28, with their 
5th annual Spaghetti Dinner held at 
Thompson Hall. (It might have been the 
most successful Dinner to date… we will 
let everyone know at a later date). 

St. John’s Kitchen – we will be collecting 
Potatoes and Easter treats to be delivered 
prior to Easter (more information to 
follow in bulletin).

Children’s Clothing Closet Spring 
collection/free distribution will be held 
in Thompson Hall Saturday May 3 from 
9am to 12 noon. Please remember when 
going through your children’s spring 
clothes (newborn to aged 12) to bring 
your gently used items to the church 

OUTREACH SPRiNG UPDATE

Who: ALL children ages 5 – 12 years old  When: June 30, 2014 – August 22, 2014 
Where: St. George`s of Forest Hill Church  8 -1 week sessions. Cost $150.00 week 
321 Fisher Hallman Road, Kitchener, On.   9am – 5pm with early and late times for  
Ph. (519) 744-4751      $2.00 hour.  
www.stgeorgesofforesthill.com   Why: To have fun of course! 

      Bursaries available: Contact church office 

LITTLE DRAGON SUMMER DAY CAMP 2014!! 

Come to make friends! Where  
happiness and lots of Smiles 
are shared through games, 
activities, stories, songs and 
crafts!! 
  

last week of April (more information to 
follow).  

Out of the Cold –Roll up the Rim for 
Homeless – this year we are collecting 
your winning tabs for hot beverages and 
treats to be given out to persons attending 
the Out of the Cold facilities throughout 
Kitchener Waterloo. Please look for 
the Tim Horton’s collection can in the 
Narthex.

Springtime Serenade – The Waterloo 
County Teacher’s Choir will be 
performing at the Community Christian 
Church, Kitchener on May 28, 2014. This 
evening is sponsored by the Outreach 
committee of Waterloo Deanery. Net 
proceeds to benefit Monica Place. Tickets 
are $20.00 and for sale at our church 
office or on the Monica Place Website 
www.monicaplace.ca.

If you have any questions on any of the 
Outreach initiates, please speak with Reta 
Risto or Susan Butt. 



Dear Fellow parishioners,

The Season of lent is here with the anticipation 
of Easter! it truly is a time of reflection and 
renewal to pray that Jesus is with us and walking 
alongside us on our own personal journey 
culminating in the Crucifixion and resurrection 
of our lord!
     
Much has happened throughout 2013 and was 
reviewed at our annual Vestry meeting held on 
January 26, 2014. Many details about our parish, 
its programs, and community involvement came 
into view once again. We are a busy place, to be 
sure! Thank you to all the committees and many 
individuals for their dedication to our Church.
     
Our new Parish Council underwent a few 
changes. Leaving were Susan Butt after four 
years as Warden, Christine Ledbury after 19 
years as Secretary of Parish Council and Vestry, 
and Morgan Hanam and Ivan Mariapen, both 
Parish Council Members. We thanked them all 
most sincerely for their care and dedication to St. 
George’s! Nelson Cuthbert is staying on for a sixth 
year as Warden (his last!) and new Warden, Mike 
Stredwick, replacing Susan Butt, joins him. Anne 
Taylor has come forward as our 
new Treasurer to replace Interim 
Treasurer, Nelson Cuthbert. John 
Dale and John Ryrie have also 
volunteered to be our new Parish 
Council Secretary and Vestry 
Secretary respectively. We thank 
them all for their future time and 
commitment to St. George’s!
We embarked upon a new Parish 

FROM YOUR WARDENS

mike Stredwick nelson Cuthbert Vivian harris mary Ann millarJesus Castillo

Directory and Photo Album in 2013 under the 
solid guidance of Fran Rothenberg and her team. 
It has been a success!  Thank you so much for the 
work and dedication to this much needed task! 
     
The Diocese of Huron has developed and 
implemented a Strategic Plan that challenges us 
to look outward, to develop both our clerical 
and lay human resources and to use our financial 
and physical resources in the most effective way 
possible. The Diocesan plan titled “RENEW” is a 
call to JOYFUL DISCIPLESHIP – MISSION.  
It is a redirection of our energy to invigorate our 
Church in many new ways. Throughout 2013, we 
spent time asking for significant input in order to 
examine ourselves critically: where we have been, 
where we are now, and where we want to go in 
the near and more distant future using the “Five 
Marks of Mission”: to proclaim the Good News of 
the Kingdom; to teach, baptize and nurture new 
believers; to respond to human need by loving 
service; to seek to transform unjust structures 
of society; to strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth. The current challenge for your RENEW 
planning team is to build on the significant input 
and work done thus far and develop a short and 

long range plan that will integrate RENEW 
solidly into our work here at St. George’s now and 
in the future. We will certainly need everyone’s 
help and efforts!

Holy Week, Palm Sunday, and Easter are 
approaching. During this week, there will be no 
meetings so that we can focus on our spiritual 
journey and partake in the many important 
moments during this time. The Easter Flowers 
sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex if 
you wish to contribute. Enclosed please find a 
Special Easter Offering envelope. If you are able to 
offer support, it is always appreciated.
     
We would like to thank Fr. Don Davidson, 
Brother Mark, Musical Director Rob Aszmies, 
and Organist John Shaw for their guidance and 
leadership. In addition, a sincere thank you is 
extended to all of the members of St. George’s for 
making our Parish a wonderful and welcoming 
church in our community!

Sincerely, Your Wardens



What a pleasure for me to have the opportunity 
to sit down and chat with murray and Terry 
Ann Gamble, about their early lives, present 
interests, and continuing commitment to our 
parish of St. George’s. 

Murray’s formative years were anchored in the 
community of Harriston and the Anglican parish 
of St. George’s, which coincidentally is presently 
under the charge of Rev. Laura Lightfoot, our 
parish intern in 2011. After attending Norwell 
DSS in Palmerston, Murray enrolled in 1980 
in a civil engineering program at the University 
of Waterloo (he wanted to pursue a career as an 
architect but his parents felt there were more 
opportunities in the field of engineering). Upon 
graduation, Murray joined a local firm, Canadian 
Construction Controls Ltd, which has been 
rebranded as the C3 Group of Companies, 
with head offices in Breslau. The firm is a 
group of innovative engineering and advanced 
construction technology companies that 
complete projects across North America.

Terry Ann was born in Toronto but moved with 
her family to Stroud at the age of 8. If you are 
wondering if Waldo could find Stroud, instruct 
him to head towards Barrie on highway 400, exit 
at the Innisfil Beach Road, and watch for signs! 
After secondary school, Terry Ann also headed 
towards the University of Waterloo to register in 
its well-regarded accounting program. Terry Ann 
joined the C3 group as Office Manager in 1987, 
a career move which provided the opportunity 
for Murray and her to connect and develop a 
personal relationship over time.

In 1994, history played a role in Murray’s 
spiritual life once again, as he and Terry Ann 
exchanged their vows in St. George’s Anglican 
Church in Barrie, near where Terry Ann grew 
up. With residency in the Forest Hill area, the 
newly wed couple sought a spiritual home, and 
after meeting our then parish rector, Don Ford, 

and discussing with him their spiritual needs, St. 
George’s of Forest Hill, became their parish of 
choice.

The Gambles were heavily influenced by their 
parent’s sense of respect for others, to be thankful 
for your own blessings, and to give back to the 
community. Terry is an active volunteer in a 
number of organizations and Murray is the most 
recent recipient of the Record’s Barnraiser Award 
(read more on-line by the Record’s Editor-in-
Chief Lynn Haddrall). They have instilled a 
similar benevolent attitude in their daughter 
Haley who is a grade 12 student at Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate.  Haley has participated in 
a number of exchange and experiential learning 
programs and is actively involved with her 

GETTiNG TO kNOW YOU:  The story behind familiar faces at St. George’s

colleagues in community-awareness initiatives 
such as the local food bank.

How do the Gambles relax? Terry Ann enjoys 
cooking, and likes experimenting with new 
recipes. She is a ferocious reader including 
mystery novels and enjoys the performing arts, 
above all, live theatre. I asked Terry Ann who she 
would love to invite to dinner, and confirming 
her love of performing arts, she responded “Alfie 
Boe”, the renowned English tenor who recently 
took on the role of Jean Valjean, in a concert 
performance of Les Miserables.

Murray admits that he and Haley rely on 
Terry Ann to anchor the home front while 
they are so active in the community. When 
Murray does relax, you will likely find him 
perusing newspapers, magazines, or exploring 
and collecting pieces of visual art. Murray’s 
dinner guest would be “Gian Lorenzo Bernini”, 
the celebrated 17th century Italian artist and 
architect.  Bernini was the leading sculptor of his 
age, credited with creating the Baroque style of 
sculpture. Murray would be keen on exploring 
the mind of someone who was so passionate 
about his work and whose ideas challenged the 
then present-day thinking.

The Gambles continue to be very active in 
our parish of St. George’s. Murray chairs the 
property committee and has been a member 
of Parish Council for approximately 10 years. 
His professional experience has been invaluable 
in charting a path that will ensure our physical 
structures endure the test of time.  

It was quite evident to me while interviewing 
Murray and Terry Ann, that their strong 
faith and belief in the golden rule are two key 
fundamentals that direct their daily lives. They 
both enjoy the traditions built within our 
Anglican order of worship but recognize that 
more effort may be needed to attract and sustain 
participation by young individuals and families. 
While the integration of newer technology, non-
traditional services, contemporary music, etc. 
might be strategies that we pursue, the Gambles 
believe it’s the one-on-one interaction between 
parishioners that is, and will continue to be, the 
cement that holds our St. George’s together. 

Terry Ann and murray Gamble

“their strong faith 
and belief in the 

golden rule are two 
key fundamentals that 

direct their daily lives. ”



YOUTH GROUP 
COFFEE HOUR… 
“Just cuz i’m dressed in a suit 
don’t mean i can’t rhyme,
i also heard that rapping’s 
easier the second time.

in fact i didn’t come to the 
church just being well dressed,
it has to do with youth group, 
thought you’d have guessed.

We’ll be waiting your tables 
today, Cuz let’s face it,
Do you want to stand in line 
always?

We’ve got cookies, candy, 
coffee and more,
All this downstairs through a 
couple of doors.

So order some food, and get it 
at the drop of a hat,
While you talk to your 
friends, what’s better than 
that?”

nathanial

This is the day that confounds the world, 
confuses the secular, makes the atheist/
humanist shudder, bewilders the intelligent 
and angers impious powers. We call it the 
Sunday of the resurrection. Easter.

may your heart be filled with joy and peace in 
believing.

Blessed Easter everyone!
BM †

FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH

Brother mark, S.B.

A STEWARDSHiP MOMENT: 

Celebrate
Easter!
Chocolate candy.
Easter egg hunts.
Getting a picture taken with the Easter bunny.
Buying new spring clothes. Chances are these 
are the responses most children would give if 
asked how they were preparing for Easter.

Like children, we would rather concentrate on 
the positive, happy things like spring, bunnies, 
chicks, candy and colours eggs, than the 
suffering and sacrifice Jesus made for each 
one of us on the cross.

Crowds flock to church on Easter Sunday, 
where only a few days earlier, congregations 
were sparse on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday. People like to hear good news. Easter 
declares the good news that Christ is Risen!

During Lent, we are called to deepen our 
spiritual lives through prayer and reading the 

Scriptures – to examine how we are using 
our talents and skills in the service of others 
and our giving to the poor. We are called 
to live as true disciples of Christ. We could 
look at Lent as a 40-day crash course in 
how to live life as a steward of God’s gifts.

As a steward entrusted with such gifts and 
good news of a risen Christ, what might we 
do in response? In St. Pauls’s 2nd letter to 
the Corinthians he writhes, “He will always 
make you rich enough to be generous at all 
times.” We will take the many opportunities 
to share our gifts of money, our talents and 
our time? Is it time to take God’s promise 
of abundance seriously and be generous 
stewards of his gifts?

Upcoming Events
april 10  Palm Cross Tying    7:00 pm in the hall
May 3     Children’s Community Closet 9:00 am to noon
May 21   Spring Tea              7:00 pm
June 8     T-shirt Sunday and BBQ
Watch for more details in your Sunday Bulletins; visit our website or call the Church Office at 519-744-4751.
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What do you get when you bring 
several dozen children-- ages four 
to twelve--, another dozen  adults 
(grandparents/ parents) and another 
dozen-plus eager volunteers, some 
glue, glitter, construction paper and 
well-planned activity centres, a good 
old-fashioned sing-along, topped off 
with spaghetti and ice cream, lavished 
with lots of giggles and sprinkles for 
good measure?  

The answer is Messy Church! This 
Saturday afternoon inaugural event 
was held February 22nd.  The hall at 
St. George’s was filled with children 

left to right.  
mike Stredwick, Karen Ascah, Vivian harris, Gary Knoop, mary Shaw, Janet hartry, Karen Baker, mary Ann millar, Charlotte Cromarty, 
reta risto, John Shaw, marylynn Forrest, John Dale, Valerie Cuthbert, murray Gamble, April Couzens-Brown, lesley Burland-prong, 
Cheryl Fox, nelson Cuthbert, Anne Taylor, Judy proctor, John ryrie
Absent: Fr. Don Davidson (taking the picture!), Jean horne

MESSY CHURCH - Fun for all Ages

OUR PARiSH COUNCil 2014

who were learning about the birth of 
Jesus and how their families’ lives grow 
enriched when we come together in the 
place where we can laugh, make messes, 
raise our voices in song and finally dig in 
to some good home-cooked food!  

By the time you are reading this, we 
will already have celebrated our second 
Messy Church at the end of March.  If 
you’ve missed these first two fun-filled 
Saturday celebrations, then stay tuned 
for future dates and make this a way for 
you and your whole family to grow in 
the life of faith at St. George’s.  


