
Dear friends,

“Alleluia! Christ is risen! The 
Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 
I pray that this Easter pro-
clamation may be a source of 
immense joy for each of you in 
the days and weeks to come!

Viktor Frankl, author of the 
best-selling book, Man’s Search 
for Meaning, once said, “What 

would give light, must endure burning!” Jesus Christ, the Light 
of the world, willingly endured the humiliation and suffering of 
the Cross. He calls his followers “light for the world” and sends 
us to the ends of the earth to “proclaim the good news.” We 
know that when we follow in the way of Jesus Christ, we are lead 
directly to the Cross. As we are called to be light for the world, 
we, like our Lord, must endure burning. To love as Christ loved 
means generously giving ourselves totally for the good of others 
– the common good. That’s easy to say, but never easy to do! 

For us, it doesn’t end at the Cross, because we believe that 
when we take up the Cross as Jesus did, we gain life in all its 
fullness – we come to “the light of God’s face.” The joy of our 
Easter celebration is just that: we are co-heirs with Christ to the 
fullness of life with God – we rise with Him!

On Good Friday, as the children of the parish take us on a 
journey through the story of the Crucifixion in the Stations of 
the Cross, we remember how, on His final journey to the Cross, 
Jesus received caring support from Simon of Cyrene, Veronica, 
and Joseph of Arimathea. I encourage you to be a sign of Easter 
blessing by reaching out to care for those who struggle with 
life concerns – whatever they might be! Whenever we do so, 
we share with others the light and the love of the living God! 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Let us go and live as risen people also!

Happy Easter!
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Easter Services palm SunDay, march 24  - 7:30 p.m
maunDy ThurSDay, march 28  - 7:30 p.m.
Good Friday, march 29 - 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, 2:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross
SaTurDay Vigil, march 30  - 7:30 p.m.
EaSTEr SunDay, march 31  - 7:15 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
       - 1:00 p.m., Spanish service



OPTIMISTS 
SUPPORT  
LITTLE DRAgON 
DAY CAMP

For the 4th year in a row, the 
Optimist Club of Kitchener 
West held a spaghetti supper
on February 22 to raise 
funds for our little Dragon 
Day Camp. Volunteers from 
the club, which shares our 
commitment to children, 
prepared and served food 
donated by local businesses - 
then cleaned up afterwards!

The Fair linen is the only altar linen that was 
initially required as a dressing for the altar when 
the Eucharist was to be celebrated. it got its name 
very practically as many things in the church did. 
The rubrics simply said that a “fair” linen cloth 
must be placed upon the table. in keeping with the 
incredible importance that Christians have always 
placed on the sacrifice of the Eucharist, it was felt 
that the table should be laid with the very finest 
covering possible. . . that it should be covered with 
linen, the finest and whitest linen available. rough 
linen could not possibly be adequate for such a 
special meal.

With time, the Church added more linens to 
emphasize the importance of the sacrament and 
also address some practical needs. As with the “fair” 
linen, the name of each of the following linens
suggests its purpose.

The Corporal is a square of linen that 
goes directly under the chalice and 
paten. It is meant to catch any crumbs 
of the body of Christ that might fall 
from the hosts so that they might be 
reverently disposed of after worship. 
The purificator is a small linen used 
to clean the chalice. As people share in 
the sacrament, it absorbs the blood of 

YOU WERE ASkINg…

SCOUTS’ bREAkFAST FUNDRAISER

Christ. It should also be very carefully cleaned and 
cared for out of respect for that blood being shed for 
us. The pall is a small square of plexiglass covered 
completely in linen on both sides. Like a funeral pall 
which covers the body during the funeral service, 
this linen covers the sacramental elements. The 
practical purpose is to keep flies and other insects 
from finding their way into the chalice during the 
celebration. One other linen is placed on the altar, 
which you might never notice if you are not a 
member of the Altar Guild. It’s name makes perfect 
sense, but only if you speak Latin. It is called a Cere 
Cloth, and is placed beneath all the other linens, 
directly on the wood of the Altar. Cere is simply the 
Latin word for wax, and this rough linen is coated 
on one side with wax, so that any moisture or spills 
cannot bleed through the other linens and damage 
the table’s surface. 

While these linens each have a very specific and 
practical purpose, they also have a very real and
holy purpose. Over the centuries, the practice 
developed of decorating them with very ornate 
embroidery. The embroidery must be as white as the 
pure white linen itself. Hand embroidering white on 
white is a very difficult and time-consuming task. 
Fortunately for our parish, we are very blessed that 
Phyllis Phillips continues to make beautiful fresh 
linens for our altar.

Last Sunday you blessed several linens. Why is the fair linen called “fair” and what is the 
meaning of the linens on the altar?

2012 Camp Co-Director Alex Couzens 
visits with Camp Committee leader 
MaryLynn Forrest.

Don Hickman enjoys his spaghetti supper.

Youth and leaders from our 38th Kitchener Scout troop prepared and served a delicious
breakfast to parishioners on Sunday, February 10. Monies raised will support the troop
and help members attend the Canadian Jamboree this summer.



Dear Fellow parishioners,
The Season of lent is here with the anticipation 
of Easter! it is truly a time of reflection and 
renewal to pray that Jesus is with us and walking 
along side us on our own personal journey, 
culminating in the Crucifixion and resurrection 
of our lord and Saviour!

Much has happened throughout 2012 and was 
reviewed at our annual Vestry meeting on January 
27. After a single morning service, we gathered 
in the Sanctuary to review 2012 and plan for 
2013. Many details about the positive work of 
our parish, our programs and our community 
involvement came into view once again. We 
are a busy parish to be sure!  Thank you to all 
the committees and many individuals for your 
generous contributions of time and talent!

Outgoing treasurer, Steve Lipkowski, reported 
that we ended 2012 with an operating deficit of 
$10,671.81. Thank you those who contributed 
additional funds in November and December in 
response to our plea for help in finishing 2012  
as positively as possible.

Despite the operating fund shortfall, our 
congregation has responded very generously to 
the STARS campaign over the past two years. 
We reached four of our five goals and put some 
money away for an improved outdoor sign.  
Thank you to STARS Chairman Paul Thomas 
and to our Stewardship committee for the very 
successful campaign.

A budget for 2013 was presented at Vestry. It 
was designed to accomplish several important 
objectives:  pay off our long-standing loan 
($2,442.10) by September, 2013; put $11,000 
annually toward our accumulated deficit; gain 
positive working capital (instead of dipping into 
our line of credit and incurring interest charges), 
and increase our outdoor sign fund.

This budget was developed because we came very 
close to exceeding our line of credit last year. 
Consequently, we need to ask all of you to do 
your part to help stabilize our finances through 
increased donations to the general budget. 

If everyone could permanently increase their 
regular givings to match the amount they 
contributed to STARS over the last two years, 
we would be in a much better financial position. 
We ask for your prayerful consideration of this 
important request. If you have comments or 
questions, please ask any of the Wardens.

A few changes to Parish Council were also 
announced at Vestry. Reta Risto stepped down 
after six years as Warden, and Steve Lipkowski 
retired after 17 years as Treasurer! Reta will 
continue as a member of Parish Council. On 
March 3, they were both presented with icons to 
thank them for their dedication to St. George’s!

Najive Naranjo has volunteered to be our new 
Treasurer while Mary Ann Millar is replacing 
Reta. We have also added a new (5th) Warden, 
Jesus Castillo, who will represent the Spanish 
Congregation. New Parish Council members are 
Karen Ascah, MaryLynn Forrest, Morgan Hanam, 
and Mike Stredwick.

One of the highlights of 2012 was the addition of 
a Spanish congregation to our faith community in 
the latter part of August. It meets at 1:30 pm on 
Sunday afternoons and is growing and becoming 
more involved in our parish. Members of the 
Spanish congregation painted Thompson Hall 
and cleaned/waxed the floor to a shiny finish – 
thank you!

FROM YOUR WARDENS

Susan Butt nelson Cuthbert Vivian harris maryann millarJesus Castillo

Later this spring, everyone will be invited to have 
their portrait taken for our new Parish Photo 
Directory. Our directory has not been updated 
for some time and a current one will be a valuable 
resource for all parishioners.

The Diocese of Huron has developed and begun 
implementing a Strategic Plan that challenges 
us to look outward, to develop both our clerical 
and lay human resources and to use our financial 
and physical resources in the most effective way 
possible. This plan is for the good of both St. 
George’s and the Diocese of Huron that holds 
us all together. The Diocesan plan is titled 
“RENEW” is a call to JOYFUL DISCIPLESHIP 
– MISSION. It is a redirection of our energy 
to invigorate our Church in many new ways. It 
is vital that each parish examine itself critically: 
where it has been, where it is now, and where it 
wishes to go in the near and more distant future 
using the “Five Marks of Mission”: to proclaim 
the Good News of the Kingdom; to teach, baptize 
and nurture new believers; to respond to 
human need by loving service; to seek to 
transform unjust structures of society; to strive 
to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth. Our challenge will 
be to integrate RENEW into our focus for the 
future. More information will be forthcoming.

Holy Week, Palm Sunday, and Easter are 
approaching. During this week, there will be no 
meetings so that we can focus on our spiritual 
journey and partake in the many special services 
and opportunities for reflection. The Easter 
Flowers sign up sheet will be available in the 
Narthex if you wish to contribute. Enclosed please 
find a Special Easter Offering envelope. If you are 
able to offer support, it is always appreciated.

We would like to thank Fr. Don Davidson, Rev. 
Marita Williams, Brother Mark, Musical Director 
Rob Aszmies, and Organist John Shaw for their 
guidance and leadership during this special season.

Thank you to all of the members of St. George’s 
for making our’s a welcoming church!
Sincerely,
Nelson Cuthbert on behalf of your Wardens



Jim and Karen Baker

They grew up in Chatham, On and became “high school 
sweethearts.” Karen recalls her grade 11 teacher saying that her 
mind was 2% on latin and 98% on Jim! if only her teacher could 
have seen the future . . . last month Karen and Jim celebrated 49 
years of marriage!

The Bakers attended another Anglican Church in Kitchener when 
they lived here in the late ‘60s. They left the city for several years due  
to Jim’s position as bank manager, a job which meant frequent 
transfers. When they returned in 1981, Jim left the banking industry, 
determined to keep his teenaged children in one city for their high 
school years. He joined the support staff of the Waterloo Region 
District School Board (WRDSB). Eventually, he became custodial 
department head at Jacob Hespeler Secondary School where he 
worked for 17 years until his retirement in 2006.

Karen also worked for the WRDSB as administrative assistant to the 
Chair of the Board of Trustees. She retired in 2003.

As they settled into their new home upon their return to K-W, 
the Bakers did some exploring and discovered a very likeable 
“neighbourhood” church: St. George’s. Thus began their 
lengthy involvement both in front and behind the scenes. 

As Jim grumbled good-naturedly, “Karen’s always got us involved 
in something!”

Karen’s commitment to the Anglican church began many decades ago 
when she joined the altar guild upon confirmation. She later brought 
those skills to St. George’s. She has also served our congregation as a 
lay reader, lay administrator, children’s focus leader, parish councillor 
and pastoral care team member.

Now, with the return of her Multiple Sclerosis, which she simply 
describes as an “inconvenience,” she has had to slow down a bit. She 
writes cards for our pastoral care team and continues her involvement 
as a trustee of our Memorial Garden which she was instrumental in 
starting. That very complicated project, which is “near and dear” to 
her heart, is one of her proudest contributions to St. George’s!

Jim has served on Parish Council, been a sidesman and, thanks to 
Karen, served as the “auxiliary altar guild.” In other words, he’s always 
pitched in when Karen and the altar guild needed a hand. He’s also 
served on our property and maintenance committee which also helps 
prepare sites in the Memorial Garden.

Why are they so involved in their Church? “We do it because we 
care!” says Jim. Adds Karen, “I like to give back. You get more out of 
being involved and helping others. It makes you feel good!” And both 
noted the many friendships they have developed from volunteering at 
St. George’s.

Outside of church, Jim is a longtime baseball fan. He played as a 
student with Chatham native Fergie Jenkins with whom he still keeps 
in touch. He also enjoys golf, furniture making and gardening. Karen 
shares her husband’s interest in gardening and also likes to quilt, 
stitching both wall hangings and bed-size creations. She sews turbans 
at St. George’s for cancer patients and volunteers in the chemotherapy 
unit at the Grand River Regional Cancer Centre.

Karen and Jim are proud grandparents of four girls, ages 7 to 15. Their 
son and his family live in Kitchener, while their daughter and her 
family live near Peterborough.

gETTINg TO kNOW YOU 
The story behind familiar faces at St. George’s

MEET OUR NEW 
PARISH COUNCIL. . .
Front row (l. to r.): Kate Durdan, Ivan Mariapen, 
Charlotte Cromarty, Janet Hartry, Reta Risto,
MaryLynn Forrest, Mike Stredwick, April 
Couzens-Brown and Cheryl Fox. 

Back Row (l. to r.): Morgan Hanam, Jean Horne, 
John Ryrie, Karen Ascah and Gary Knoop.  
Absent: Karen Baker, John Shaw, Valerie 
Cuthbert, Murray Gamble, Christine Ledbury 
and Diego Narango.



 

SMILE. . . IT’S 
PHOTO TIME!

it’s time to update our 
parish photo Directory. 
professional photos will be 
taken at the church on april 
24, 25, 26, 27 as well as may 
21, 22, 23. you can book 
your preferred appointment 
time after each Sunday 
service on march 3, 7 or 17 – 
before we start phoning 
all parishioners.

To create a useful photo 
directory, we need everyone to 
participate. In return, you
will receive a free directory 
and a free 8x10 photo! You 
don’t pay anything unless you
decide to buy more photos. 
There is no pressure for you to 
purchase more; the Church 
does not receive any money 
from photo sales.

The Church does benefit  
from the sale of advertising 
space in the Directory. If you 
or your company would like to 
purchase an ad, please contact 
the Church office for more 
information.

Prices are as follows:
1/2 Page $400.00
1/4 Page $200.00
1/8 Page $ 80.00 (Business 
Card size)

Upcoming Events
Sunday, March 17      Irish Stew Luncheon, following 10:00 a.m. service
April 24-27, inclusive    Photo Sessions for Directory
Wednesday, May 8  Spring Tea, 7:00 pm
May 21-23, inclusive  Photo Sessions for Directory
Watch for more details in your Sunday Bulletins; visit our website or call the Church Office at 519-744-4751.

What are you doing for lent? 
here’s my plan...
For years now I have been taking on rather 
than giving up or surrendering some form 
of pleasure for Lent. This year I’m reading 

FROM THE DEACON’S bENCH

Brother mark, S.B.

two interesting  books and completing  a “secret ministry.”

My first book is Audacious Anglicans, 
Heroes of the Anglican Communion by 
Robert J. Moore and Gerald T. Rayner.

For daily reflection, I’m reading  
A Lenten Hobo Honeymoon by Father 
Edward Hays. Father Hays suggests that 
Jesus journeyed through life as a hobo,  

as one with “nowhere to lay his head.” His book is filled with hobo 
markings which help point the reader along the path of a fruitful 
Lent, all the way to a joyous Easter. He uses insight, art and  
a touch of humour. The hobo marking above designates “a safe  
place to camp.”

My final Lenten project is a “secret ministry”. I want to
accomplish one specific “thing” or perform an “act of
mercy” that will benefit some one or some group who is suffering. 

What are you doing for Lent that is above and beyond
the norm?

Blessings on your journey,
Brother Mark †
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On Shrove Tuesday, February 12, St. george’s served up another delicious pancake supper 
(choice of blueberry or banana!) to hungry parishioners, family, friends and neighbours. 
Net proceeds will again be used to support our two foster children in Ghana and India through 

the Christian Children’s Fund of Canada.

FOOD + FELLOWSHIP = FUNDS 

Many hands make light work! Preparing for the pancake supper are (l. to r.): Karen Ascah, Bill Yurkiw, 
Gary Knoop, Nelson and Val Cuthbert, Elizabeth and Ted Appleyard.

Servers Ivan Mariapen (l.) and Jim Stirling 
pretend to sample their tasty wares.

Coloured Eggs and Bunnies

The Easter season 
is upon us and is 
filled with colored 
eggs, bunnies, candy, 
and all of the other 
signs that this joyful 
day brings to mind. 
Easter is a special 

time to gather and to celebrate, but as Christians it 
is also a time to reflect on another sign – the special 
gift of everlasting life that Jesus has given to each 
of us this day. As Christian stewards, we are called 
to be especially mindful of our Lord’s gift, and how 
after His resurrection the disciples were instructed 
to go and make disciples of all the nations. Each of 
us has been baptized into this discipleship, and we 
too must heed Jesus’ words.

Whenever discussions about stewardship arise,
they often turn to a narrow focus on only the money

aspect of stewardship. Like Easter, there is much
more to stewardship, and we are challenged to see
the whole picture about both. If we focus too 
narrowly on one idea, we may lose track of the real 
meaning of both stewardship and Easter.
We have been given the responsibility as Christian
stewards, to respond to the mission and ministry of
the Church. How each of us chooses to manage the
gifts we have been given will determine if these
objectives can and will be met.

As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection on Easter
Sunday, let the signs of Spring, of bunnies, candy
coloured eggs and new life, be reminders of all of the
gifts God has entrusted to our care. How are we
investing our time and resources in such a way that
others will hear and live?

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT:Read any good 
books lately?

St. George’s Book Club meets 
monthly (third Wednesday) 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room. This spring, we will be 
discussing the following books:

March 20: Any biography/
autobiography
April 17: mr. Churchill’s 
Secretary, Susan Elia MacNeal
May 15: Wishin’ and hopin’, 
Wally Lamb
June 19: painted girls, 
Cathy Marie Buchanan 
(Author will“ “ Skype into our 
discussion.)

For more information, contact 
Ruth Pearce (519-743-0538).


