St. George’s of Forest Hill Anglican Church – Kitchener, Ontario

Parish Council Minutes
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

Meeting 7:30 pm 

Chair: Nelson Cuthbert

                     
Secretary:  John Ryrie for John Dale

Devotions:  Cheryl Fox for MaryLynn Forrest
Refreshments:  April Couzens

Present:  Nelson C., Mike S., Mary Ann M., Valerie C., Vivian H., Murray G., Connie M., April C., Rita R., Cheryl F., Anne T., John R.

Regrets:  MaryLynn Forrest, Terry McCoy, Charlotte Cromarty, Mary Shaw, John Dale
(MaryLynn and Terry are at the Deanery meeting)

Absent: Lesley Burland-Prong, Matt Brown, John Coleman, Lynne Skanes-Bannon
1) Call to Order:  7:35 Chair

2) Devotions – Cheryl Fox –  from Our Daily Bread
3) Approval of Current Agenda




            Chair

MOTION: (M. Stredwick/V. Cuthbert) BIRT the Agenda for this meeting of Parish Council be adopted as presented.    Carried.

4) Reading and Acceptance of Previous  Minutes
  


Chair

MOTION:   (C. Fox/M. Millar) BIRT the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated Sept. 27, 2016 be accepted as presented.  Carried.
5) Business Arising from the Minutes

1. Livestream Update
  
       



   
Reta/Nelson

- we discovered we have had a really old connection (electrical and technical, not Rita!); we have replaced it and are now going at ten times the speed – slightly more costly per month.  The dating function of the services still needs to be addressed.  Anne T. has supplied a nice brown cover as a replacement for the somewhat distracting bright red one!

2. Potential Change of our dates for  PC meetings 



Mary Ann
         (a conflict with Deanery Meetings)
        
· Mary Ann has contacted Tanya Phipps with our concerns

· This topic is tabled to our next meeting

6) Standing Committee Reports

a. Finance 








Anne 

· We are now $14,000 behind on regular monthly donations.  We're spending less on our clergy costs without a rector, but the long-term trend is a concern.

· Nelson – camp?  Anne: We did well financially this year, even though donations from parishioners were down.  The government grant (larger than expected) that finally arrived has helped us to the point that we are investing a bit in next year's expenses.
· The Treasurer conveyed to Murray (Property) that he could begin to spend some monies on restoring the rectory.  
MOTION:  (M. Stredwick/C. Fox) BIRT the Finance Report be accepted as presented. Carried.
b. Outreach








Reta
· Our Community Clothes Closet was a great success  - about 55 people came, including many refugee family members, who stayed and enjoyed coffee.  They are keen to attend the next one.

· Next event is the Angel Tree; the determination of the recipients has been worked out.  

· We have $3700 to be distributed in November.

c. Property








Murray


· we'll need at least as much money as previous indicated to spruce up the rectory.

· Nelson noted that the rectory's main stop valve for water turned out to the covered over with the sidewalk concrete that was poured when Fischer Hallman was widened and repaved!  The Region/city have dug it up and put in an extension.
d. Worship








MaryLynn

· next meeting is on November 15th
e. Atmosphere


                                                           Mary Ann

-    next Dragon flyer is in production

f. Ascend/Renew (Messy Church, Bible Study, etc.)                               Valerie/Nelson

· the committee  is meeting at the beginning of October.  A refresher message is going to be made and put out.  Messy Church is this Sunday – should be lots of participants.  Wed. night bible study is a small group and will need to be postponed in 10 days due to Selection Committee meetings.

· There has been an insert in the bulletin about pastoral care.

· Marc Mennel is going to do some updating of the materials we use to publicize the church.   Jim Fox is going to update our website.

g. Selection

John R.
· The committee met on Oct. 20th for close to two hours and went through a good portion of an extensive agenda.  There is going to be more work than anticipated to prepare the kind of parish profile that the Diocese is expecting.  It is also quite possible that we will not use the Diocese’s parish survey as it is very long and quite complicated – more extensive and complicated than many people will be prepared to complete – content and form to be determined.   At the moment, none of the committee’s work is confidential. 
· Our new Archdeacon, Greg Jenkins, spoke very well when he reviewed the selection process with both Parish Council and the committee itself.

7) Old Business.     

a. Bus trip to Kingston Oct 16th





Mike

· 40 travelled on the bus; others drove down by car.  Initially, 54 said they wanted to go on the bus – then came various cancellations, including one death.  43 people paid full fare.  One person paid half fare to go only one way.  We appear to be short only about $7, once we factor in the refund from GST rebate.  Next time we will change the rules to firm up the financial commitments.

· The trip itself was terrific - great driver.  Over 60 people attended the service from our parish.

b. Turkey Supper Final Update


Charlotte – via her report to Exec.
 -    96 attended.  We made $1682 profit and we are applying for an additional $500 from Faith Life.



8) New Business. 

Nelson:  some said news from St. Andrew's.  Rob Towler will no longer be able to serve this church after the second week in November because of the church's financial struggles.   He is in good standing with the Diocese and will initially transfer to work in London.

9) Correspondence - none
10) Other

11) Upcoming Parish Dates

· Thurs. Oct. 27: Kitchener Waterloo Bishops’ Friends Dinner [5:30 pm]

· Sat. Oct. 29: Fall Clean-Up [9 - 11:30 am]

· Sat. Oct. 29: Messy Church [4 - 6 pm]

· Sat. Oct. 29: Huron Hunger Event (Anglicans walking with First Nations Communities through Huron Hunger Fund and PWDRF [10 – 1:30 pm] @ Trinity in Cambridge 

· Wed., Nov. 2: Selection Committee – 7 p.m.

· Wed. Nov. 9: Selection Committee – 7 p.m.

· Wed. Nov. 16: Four Kitchener Churches Meeting – Wardens

· Sat. Nov. 19: Men’s Breakfast [9 am]

· Sat. Nov. 19: Christmas Market [9 am – 1 pm]

· Tues. Nov. 22: Parish Council Meeting [7:30 pm]

· Thursday Nov. 24: Selection Committee – 7 p.m.

· Sat. Nov. 26: Bishop Linda Nicholls Installation   

· Sun. Nov. 27: Advent Carol Service hosted by the Kitchener Anglican Churches – to be clarified.  At Holy Trinity.

12) Next PC Meeting: Tues. Nov. 22 @ 7:30 pm

Chair: Charlotte Cromarty

Minutes: John Dale

Devotions: Mary Lynn Forrest

Refreshments: Lesley Burland-Prong

13) Adjournment:  (Cheryl Fox) 8:20 p.m.!!!!
