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Synod Report to St. George’s – June 17, 2018
The following is the address that Lesley Burland-Prong and John Ryrie, as Lay Delegates to Synod 2018, made to the 10 a.m. service.

Lesley:  John, Terry McCoy, and I attended Synod two weeks ago as Lay Delegates and representatives of this parish.  We would like to compress the 68 agenda items and two days’ worth of material into a 15-minute summary.  As we highlight facets of Synod, we hope we will be answering these two questions, both directly and indirectly.  

1. How, as a church, are we doing?
2. Where, as a church, are we going? 

To put these questions in context, you need to know that the theme of Synod was “Being Disciples – Abiding in God’s word.”  Bishop Linda’s sermon Sunday night touched on the topics of discipleship as well as the concept of experiencing God in ‘thin places’.   During Archbishop Fred Hiltz’s address on the second day, he echoed the idea of intentional discipleship.   
Huron Church Camp


We heard that for many our Huron Church camp is an example of a “thin place” where God is experienced and where Christian youth can gather without being judged.    One camper described that when she returns each year it feels like coming home; more than the physical location, it’s about being there with people you love.   We are all companions on a journey.  


We have 50 more young people registered for the camp this year than we had registered last year at this time.  This is great news, but the camp still needs our support!  The new septic tanks have been installed, and there is a real and concrete hope that the long-awaited and long-desired brand-new camp washrooms and showers will be constructed this fall.  The architects are presently finalizing the plans.  I was given a number of little plastic feet that I have placed on the altar this morning to remind us that we never walk alone and that every journey begins with a single step.  And as a final note, I have Camp brochures on the table at the back for anyone who is interested in attending or supporting Huron Church Camp.
Diocesan Finances

Financially, the Diocese had a great year.  Because the pension fund for our clergy did so well in its investments, the Diocese was able to take a holiday from its annual pension payments.  This saved $223,000, much of which was applied to the accumulated Diocesan debt.  Last year, our Diocesan debt stood at $327,000.  Our debt now stands at $94,000, a huge reduction.  This is really good news for our church.

Refugees 

Although we cannot give you specific figures, we were told that our Diocese has responded so compassionately and so engagingly that our sponsorships of refugee families represent one of the largest initiatives in the entire country.  Consequently, we as a Diocese are being awarded more spaces by the federal government, more opportunities to do this important work.  

My main point here is that our Anglican outreach continues to extend to hundreds of families from other countries who have desperately needed to leave lives of poverty, abuse, violence, social instability, fear and exploitation.
Huron University College (University of Western Ontario)

This college is continuing to offer unique and innovative programs to its 1100 full time under graduate students, with the goal of developing ‘Leaders with Heart,’ which is to say leaders with compassion, a concern for social justice, and a recognition of global environmental concerns.  The college is able to provide $1.5 million in bursaries and scholarships so that very capable and promising students can attend, regardless of financial limitations.  And here is a fascinating fact.  When Huron did a close examination of its alumni, it discovered that it had – to date - educated a remarkable 650 CEOs of 650 businesses or organizations.

Church Apportionments

You know what that is.  Churches send monies annually to London to support the Diocese.  Some churches every year struggle to provide their expected amount, their assigned apportionment.  Here’s some more good news.  In 2017, we received $79,000 more than the Diocese expected, and even though we have fewer churches the grand total was up $8,000.
Our companion Diocese in Amazonia.
They are coming!  From Sept. 10 - Sept 28, a contingent from Amazonia will enjoy the hospitality of our Diocese.  Each Deanery is being asked to host our distant Anglican friends for a few days.  For all I know, some of you may be asked to give a hand to offer meals, outings, or conversation.  Stay tuned!  The only potential hitch will be the visas required for our guests to enter our country.  We are genuinely hopeful that this time none of them we will be stymied by government suspicion or government bureaucracy at either end.
The Huron Hunger Fund


St. George’s continues to be one of the strongest supporters of the Fund, relative to the size of our congregation.  Father Stephen took with him to London a cheque for over $5,000 from our parish.  On Sunday, during the evening service at the cathedral, Synod clergy and lay participants offered $34,271.56 – a remarkable sum of money that will kick start our 2018-2019 annual giving’s to this fund.
College of Deacons

This year our Deacons put out a call to the Diocese for eye glasses.  We are delighted to report that the response was overwhelming.  St. George’s alone provided 69 pairs, plus the two John handed in himself.  These glasses will be delivered to a regional Lions’ Club Eyeglasses Recycling Centre, that will in turn clean, sort by prescription and package the glasses.  They will be distributed to low and middle-income communities around the world where they will have the greatest impact.  The Lions Club accepted the challenge put to them many years ago by Helen Keller to become “knights of the blind in the crusade against darkness.”  Thanks to you, we helped them substantially this year to address this challenge.
The Youth Group Challenge


Late Monday afternoon, Rev. Paul Poolton, leader of the young people attending Synod, finally announced our challenge.  Imagine, if you will, 80-100 cardboard steps on the floor, set up as a winding path – like a snake.  Every Deanery, plus Church House, is given a bright yellow 8-inch school bus.  The goal is to be the first bus to travel from the start (London) to the finish (Thunder Bay). To move along, you need to pay to roll the dice.  For example, $10 gets you 10 rolls.  However, there are obstacles every 12 or 15 steps – you can hit a moose, slide into the ditch, be forced into a rest stop, etc., all of which require more rolls to escape . . .  AND . . . other Deaneries can pay $5 of $10 to roll a special dice that will inflict penalties on any other Deanery that they target as being too successful.
Here’s what happened.  The Saugeens burst ahead of everyone else.  They rushed, pretty much unimpeded, to the finish line . . . . only to be told that they had not fully understood the challenge.  The Diocese couldn’t possibly leave any of its young people stranded at Thunder Bay, so the bus would have to make its way back to London.  So that’s what the Saugeens did, pronto tonto, way ahead of everyone else.  . . . However, when they got back to the start, they were THEN told that they had further misunderstood the challenge.  Their initial journey was only a scouting run, so they would have to repeat their journey in order to capture the CLAY CUP!  
Long story short, the competition went on for hours (!) Monday night – even during the banquet -  and all morning on Tuesday.  At the end of a noisy, confusing, chaotic, raucous competition, the Deanery of Huron-Perth prevailed.  This fun initiative raised more than $2,500 to help with transportation costs for our deanery young people attending the CLAY conference later this summer.  And here’s a noteworthy fact.  Bishop Linda herself will be attending the conference!!  Cool!
The timing of Synod

A motion was passed asking the Diocese to look into moving Synod to the fall and the Clergy conference to a mid-year event.  There is a lot of support for making this switch so that the content of Synod flows into our church year, instead of arriving, as today, as parishioners are heading off to cottages and summer holiday.  A lot of momentum gets lost.  Stay tuned.
Proposed Changes to the Marriage Canon 


A lot of time was devoted to this topic during Synod, so we are also going to spend some time to bring you up to speed.


Here’s the thumbnail history:

In 2008, ten years ago, our Synod requested permission of the Bishop to bless the civil marriages of same-sex couples.  No action was taken.


In 2013, five years later, our Bishop approved a revision of a liturgy developed in 2009, one that could include the blessing of any civilly married couple.  The rite could include a blessing of the public vows, a blessing of any wedding rings, and a nuptial blessing.


In 2016, our Canadian General Synod, our national body, passed a resolution to change the Marriage Canon.  In order to come into effect, the resolution needs to be passed again at General Synod in 2019, next year.  If it is passed a second time, the start date for its implementation will be January 1, 2020.

Last year, we told you about the extensive listening circles we took part in, in which every single person in each large group of both clergy and laity was invited to comment on the proposed change; the input was remarkable, insofar as pushback last year seemed quite limited; even some very senior Anglicans, men and women, voiced support for the proposed change.


The report tabled this year documented the multiple discussions that have taken place throughout the Diocese since last May – 381 people at 16 sites.  This year’s report described a much deeper tension in our church between those who support and those who do not support the proposed change.  

Here are five short quotes from the 29 included in the report:
If same sex marriage will be approved I will stop any relationship with the Anglican Church.

If it doesn’t pass, my pastoral work with all youth groups, and especially with LGBT youth in foster care, will become very difficult.  It will be seen as their Church failing to honour their lives.

We don’t restrict gay members of the Church from any other ‘sacramental’ opportunities, so why ‘this’ one?

Everyone wants Christ’s love to be reflected in our Church. I don’t like seeing people hurt – right or wrong.  I’m afraid it will not be the last vote.

How do we live together with such deep differences?

Bishop Linda, along with Primate Fred Hiltz, spent a considerable amount of time addressing this last thought.  How are we going to support all Anglicans in our church parishes when General Synod makes its decision in 2019, one way or the other?  We know that a considerable number of individuals will feel hurt and not heard, despite years of discussion and deliberation. 

Here are some of the thoughts our Bishops offered in response:

1) We are electing people of deep faith to the upcoming General Synod who are listening people.  We need to trust that their contributions will be discerning and a reflection of the extensive discussion that our Diocese has engaged in.

2) Our Huron representatives cannot represent every viewpoint, and it would be unfair to expect them to.

3) We, as a church, are handling a pastoral issue with a judicial approach because our church has not found another process to apply to the issue of same-sex marriages.  A mechanism for achieving a Diocesan or national consensus – regrettably - is not available.

4) Nothing will be ‘over’ or ‘done with’ in 2019.  The issue will continue to need prayerful reflection and consideration.

Although Archbishop Hiltz reinforced the perception that we are not of one mind across the country, he expressed the desire that we as a people of faith find a way to walk together, whether in fear or hope, toward the 2019 decision.  And we were reminded that in the long history of our church, some issues have taken a long time to reach resolution.  For example, it took roughly 70 years to approve the marrying of divorced Anglicans which finally took place in 1969; and when we first approved the ordination of women, each Diocese held a 10-year conscience clause as way of easing into this new possibility!

Both Archbishop Fred and Bishop Linda emphasized the need for all of us to approach the proposed change to the marriage canon in the context of scripture, prayer, our long-standing traditions, attentive listening to others, and the respectful asking of significant questions.

A decision will be forthcoming next year.  There will be consequences to that decision.  The Bishop’s hope is that compassionate dialogue will continue, to enable all of us to walk together and be respectful of the diversity of views held by our fellow parishioners.
Aside: And, just so you know that there are funny spontaneous moments even in the midst of very serious deliberations, near the very, very end of this discussion, Bishop Linda quietly quipped:   “I wish we weren’t always talking about sex!”
Final Thoughts

Lastly, various statements were made by our Primate Fred Hiltz, by Bishop Linda, and by others during the conference.  It’s worth sharing a few of the more memorable ones we heard.

Our deepest sense of stewardship is seeing God in all things, and seeking God in all things.

Our churches need to be an eye, ear and heart for the world.  We are not a club.

Our sense of evangelism is being a community of faith living out the gospel.  Our achievements are signposts on our journey.  We are ordered for communion.

Our rebirth has to be a loving service to the world.

