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2014 Synod Report
John Ryrie, Lay Delegate

Last Monday (May 26th) at Synod, I sat at a table with four lively, intelligent, positive, thoughtful, engaged lay delegates from one of our Anglican churches in London.   As we could during the proceedings, we chatted a bit.  I found out that their church dates from the 1950’s and is on a fairly major street in the city.  They have a choir of 8, and on a typical Sunday a Sunday school of 3 or 4.  Although I sometimes think our church is a bit empty, by that standard we are doing very well.


As Lesley has already pointed out, Bishops Bob’s charge Sunday evening in the cathedral focused on our churches as places of chosen community.  He emphasized the idea that we are imbedded in relationships – with each other, with other local churches within our own Diocese, with the National Anglican Church, with the world-wide Anglican community, and with the wider catholic church that encompasses numerous major denominations, and other Christian offshoots.  We are called to be alive and active in this context; we are not alone in our need to further God’s love for His world, and maintain our interconnectedness.  

And as you have heard, the key biblical passage that grounded Bob’s message was from Joshua:
. . . but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord  (24:15b)

As he put it, each day we choose to serve the Lord (or not).  When we make our choice and say ‘yes’, we are always driven into community.  From this experience of community, we derive our health and live out our personal and collective sense of mission.

I loved the way Bob in his address described the Amazonian district with which our Diocese of Huron is now connected:
· A people of land and water

· Colonized by Europeans

· Exploited by outsiders, resulting in ecological destruction

· A land of indigenous peoples who have been endlessly encroached upon by forestry and mining industries

· A territory where the poor are marginalized and neglected, and where the economic distance between rich and poor, powerful and powerless, is jarring

· A society characterized by much violence, some of the worst  against women and children

· A society largely rooted in secular values that present a tough challenge for articulating the Gospel

And then he said that, of course, this could be a description of Canada, too.  So it makes sense for us to establish and develop this relationship with Brazil.


What Bob then went on to emphasize, by quoting Richard Rohr, is that, along with many other churches, we have spent lots of time talking about theology, sacraments, and sexual orientation, but we have profoundly neglected to talk about power and control and the economic questions that would demand real change in our lives and in our countries, not just in our heads.  What our Anglican churches in Amazonia can perhaps show us is what it looks like to address the church’s core priorities of mission, and be an example for all of us.  What was really apparent from the photos, videos, and stories we saw is that these new parishes in Brazil are emerging to meet local needs; they are not offshoots of an evangelical need to transplant a Western culture into theirs.  As you have already heard, the churches in Amazonia do not work with the poor; they are the poor.   I loved the way the Brazilian representatives put it: ‘we are called to go somewhere, and we go there.’  . . . They do not work from a Strategic Plan.  But as the video clips showed, they enthusiastically bring music and dance into their services and joy into their fellowship.  

The main theme I personally encountered throughout Synod was that of social justice.  For example, as I heard about the handful of Anglican parishes of Amazonia, I indirectly learnt about how little the Brazilian government is paying attention to the poor.  In fact, the government is actively trying to kick 500 of the poor off land that they legally own; our church is speaking up for these people, and thwarting this injustice.   I learnt how important it is for the members of the Amazonian churches to have a safe place to meet and develop their faith, as the endemically poor neighbourhoods are rife with violence.

When the report on last year’s Diocesan golf tournament was given, I picked up a sense of how hard some of our Anglicans in Huron are working to provide food to the poor in our towns and cities.  In a number of instances, our churches have set up community gardens.  In other instances, our churches are providing low cost groceries to people who simply do not have the transportation to drive 15 or 20 miles to the nearest large economical grocery store.  The $10,000 that came in last summer from the tournament was distributed to 10 of these initiatives in Huron; we had time to hear from three of the wonderful organizers. 

When David Morgan spoke compellingly and passionately about world-wide refugees, I cringed with embarrassment about the way our federal government has been actively thwarting the entry of legitimate refugees into our country.  The backlog in just one jurisdiction – Nairobi – now stands at 25,000.  By contrast, not only has Uruguay, one of the poorest countries in the world, been accepting refugees, but Uruguay’s President has himself on occasion made food in his own residence to feed 100 of these refugees.  The contrast is highly revealing.

The issue of apportionment came up, and perhaps generated the most debate of any single item on the agenda.  Each church’s apportionment, you may recall, is the money we send to the Diocese each year to support its work and fund its ability to function.  Many churches struggle to send their portion, but I’m happy to say that over 92% of our 196 churches did come through with their full amount in 2013.  What I was more struck by was the editorial comment made during the Financial Report.  If you take the total monies contributed in 2013 by our churches in Huron and divide it by the number of reported contributors, you end up with a per capita or per family contribution of about $1,700.  If you take the median Ontario family income of two income earners – which is about $77,000 - and apply a tithe of 10%, you arrive at a figure of $7,000.   As I was listening, I realized that this comparison was a bit simplistic, since many Anglicans in Huron do not earn anywhere near the median provincial income, but the main point was unavoidable.  The discrepancy between $1,700 and $7,000 is enormous.  It is hard to conclude that most of us in Huron  with supportive or substantial incomes are even close to achieving what is often considered as a spiritual baseline for sharing our income.  It was a very pointed observation to make, but in concert with all of the other social justice issues that came forward, I’m glad it was made – if for no other reason than to cause all of us in the room to reflect on our own notion of sharing and generosity.

The Council of the North.  We have 9,000 Anglicans in 300 communities, and some of the greatest pastoral needs in the country.  This geography makes up 85% of Canada, but has only 15% of the population.  Our challenge is in equipping our northern churches to serve this population.  We have only 7 ½ paid clergy to serve the 2nd largest Anglican Diocese in the country; the rest of the priests in the North hold full-time jobs.  It was encouraging to hear that last year $42, 562.99 came from Anglicans in Huron to help support this part of our Anglican community.

A few nifty things occurred during the conference.  As you have heard, the members of all of the Deaneries were challenged to donate amounts, corresponding to the 31 separate days in May, to support our young people attending the Anglican-Lutheran conference coming up in Kamloops, British Columbia.  Obviously, the amounts ranged from one dollar - a loonie - to 31 dollars.  I am happy to report that the Deanery of Waterloo was one of several who completely filled up their calendar.  As a result of this initiative, which in total raised $3,726, each of the 37 young Anglicans from Huron going to this conference will pay $100 less than they would otherwise have needed to – which is going to be a BIG help.


Our Huron Church Camp had to cut down 100 trees because of the emerald ash borer.  This fall there will be a ‘Plant a Tree’ campaign to replenish this very unfortunate loss .  On the other hand, through a big donation for tiles that came forward in February, work has finally begun on the new bathrooms that the camp needs, which you may recall I commented on last year.  (The girls will be getting the new one; the boys will be getting the refurbished old one.  This, too, apparently, is an example of social justice.)

We also learnt two new ways to approach our scriptures.  I won’t demonstrate the methods now but we may be able to incorporate the methods into our own Bible study sessions.  What I will say, however, is the one demonstrated by Reverend de Barros on Tuesday morning is rooted in connecting our readings to social justice, and in doing something after reflecting on them.  In Brazil, they apparently use this method all the time.  

I will end my own remarks with the following:  our renewal process is going to press forward to find new models of ministry, including improving our liturgies, our services – the events that draw us together and nourish us.  We have to.   Among other things, as Anglican Diocesan churches we are going to renew our focus on mission, tackle our human resources deficit – apparently we have a national lack of men and women applying for ordination – and we are going to review our traditional Anglican structures (such as Deanery Council).

As was trenchantly said late Monday afternoon, 
“self-preservation is self-destruction.”  
And as Bishop Terry affirmed late Tuesday morning, near the end of Synod, and as you have already heard, our baseline has to be; 
‘As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  
I have decided to make Jesus my choice.’

