St George’s of Forest Hill

Palm Sunday                                 April 10, 2022
10:00 am
The Liturgy of the Palms                                            Fr Stephen      
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord

Hosanna in the highest.

Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph. The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering, and death. Today we greet him as our King, although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross.  We follow him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his resurrection and new life. 
Let us pray. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy into the celebration of those mighty acts whereby you give us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Gospel:   Luke 19:28-40

                           Fr Craig  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying,

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,and glory in the highest heaven!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The Lord be with you. 


               Fr Stephen
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King, with palm branches in their hands, crying, Hosanna in the highest. May we also, carrying these emblems, go forth to meet Christ and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Let us go forth in peace. 
People: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
Almighty God, whose Son was crucified yet entered into glory, may we, walking in the way of the cross, find it is for us the way of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Processional Music CP 181 All Glory Laud and Honour (v1,2,3)
Palm Procession    Hosanna

VERSE 1

Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You,

We turn to You.

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You,

We long for You.
PRE-CHORUS

‘Cause when we see You, 

We find strength to face the day.

In Your Presence all our fears

Are washed away, washed away.

CHORUS

Hosanna, hosanna!

You are the God Who saves us,

Worthy of all our praises.

Hosanna, hosanna!

Come have Your way among us.

We welcom You here, Lord Jesus.

VERSE 2

Hear the sound of hearts returning to You,

We turn to You.

In Your Kingdom broken lives are made new,

You make us new.

(PRE-CHORUS)

(CHORUS) X2


The Proclamation of the Word

Collect of the Day



      

Almighty and everliving God, in tender love for all our human race you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross. May we follow the example of his great humility, and share in the glory of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a
                      Garrett Prong
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary  with a word. Morning by morning he wakens _ wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  
The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.      
Psalm 31:9-16 
      “Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.”    

 (Augsburg)

Second Reading:  Philippians 2:5-11
           Lesley Burland Prong  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death _ even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.                                                            
Gospel:  The Passion of Our Lord According to John 
Anthem       Hosanna to the Son of David                        Sr Choir
Homily


                                      Fr Stephen 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    
The Prayers of the People

                     Rev MaryLynn           
Let us pray to the Father,

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son

to give us life.

Simon from Cyrene was forced to carry the cross for your Son.

Give us grace to lift heavy loads from those we meet

and to stand with those condemned to die.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Your Son watched the soldiers gamble to share his clothes.

Transform the hearts of those who make a profit from their victims,

and those whose hearts are hardened by their work.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

The thief, who was crucified with Jesus,

was promised a place in your kingdom.

Give pardon and hope, healing and peace

to all who look death in the face.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

From the cross Jesus entrusted Mary his mother

and John his disciple to each other’s care.

Help us also to care for one another

and fill our homes with the spirit of your love.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

In Mary and John your Son created a new family at the cross.

Fill our relationships,

and those of new families today,

with mutual care and responsibility,

and give us a secure hope for the future.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

The centurion was astonished to see your glory in the

crucified Messiah.

Open the eyes of those who do not know you

to see in your Son the meaning of life and death.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Joseph of Arimathaea came to take your Son’s body away.

Give hope and faith to the dying and bereaved,

and gentleness to those who minister to them.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

Simon and Joseph, Mary and John

became part of your Church in Jerusalem.

Bring into your Church today a varied company of people,

to walk with Christ in the way of his passion

and to find their salvation in the victory of his cross.

Lord of the Church,

hear our prayer,

and make us one in heart and mind

to serve you in Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Today we pray for: Karen, Mike, Linda, Vesta, Claudette, Brian, Euretta, Michael, Virginia, Elaine, Ken, Marjorie, Thelma, Donna, Elizabeth, Yvonne, Paul, Michael, James, June, Marjorie, Gretchen, Janet, Caitlyn, Justin

(Silence for reflection)

Confession and Absolution


           Fr Stephen
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
Almighty God have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  and keep you in eternal life;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Offertory Hymn
Verse 1

May our homes be filled with dancing,

May our streets be filled with joy;

May injustice bow to Jesus

As the people turn to pray.

Chorus

From the mountain to the valley,

Hear our praises rise to You.

From the heavens to the nations,

Hear our singing fill the air.

Verse 2

May a light shine in the darkness,

As we walk before the cross;

May Your glory fill the whole earth

As the water o’er the seas.

(Chorus X2)

Special Music  Hosanna Loud Hosanna       Allan and Susan Lee

Prayer over the Gifts


                 

Gracious God, the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son, makes us pleasing in your sight. Alone we can do nothing, but through his sacrifice, may we receive your love and mercy.
The Great Thanksgiving                     (Rev Dr Stephen Hendry)
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Almighty God, good Father to us all,

your face is ever turned towards your world.

In love you created us in your own image, 

yet in disobedience we continue to distort that image.

In love you gave us Jesus your Son 

to rescue us from sin and death, 

yet in disobedience we continue to try 

to earn our salvation.

In love you poured out your Spirit 

to empower a community of faith, 

yet in disobedience we continue to 

live selfishly in your own strength. 

Into the darkness, Jesus came as your light.

With signs of faith and words of hope 

he touched untouchables with love 

and washed the guilty clean.

He accepted the way of the cross

That we might know the way of salvation.

Father of all, we give you thanks 

for every gift that comes from heaven.

We do not always understand them,

we do not always accept them,

we cannot always appreciate them.

As we stand at the foot of the cross today,

we can only wonder at the depth of your love,

and bow down and worship.

He accepted the way of the cross

That we might know the way of salvation.
The crowds came out to see your Son,

yet at the end they turned on him.

In Gethsemane he asked that you 

might take this cup from him,

yet willingly he surrendered to your will for our sake.

He accepted the way of the cross

That we might know the way of salvation.

On the night that he was betrayed 

he came to table with his friends

to celebrate the freedom of your people.

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food;

he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:

This is my body, given for you all.

Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;

he took the cup, gave it and said:

This is my blood, shed for you all

for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this in remembrance of me.

He accepted the way of the cross

That we might know the way of salvation.

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 

we celebrate the cross

on which he died to set us free.

Defying death he rose again

and is alive with you to plead for us

and for all the world.

Send your Spirit on us now

that by these gifts we may feed on Christ

with eyes wide open and hearts on fire.

He accepted the way of the cross

That we might know the way of salvation.

May we and all who share this food

offer ourselves to live for you

and be welcomed at your feast in heaven

where all creation worships you,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

now and for ever.

Amen.
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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The Breaking of the Bread  

        
Celebrant 
We break this bread,

All 

Communion in Christ’s body once broken.

Celebrant
Let your Church be the wheat

which bears its fruit in dying.

All 

If we have died with him,

we shall live with him;

if we hold firm, we shall reign with him.
The Communion
Administrators:                                     Rev MaryLynn, Fr Craig, 

                                                   Terry McCoy, Gerry McGregor
All who are baptized and believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, without regard for age or background, are welcome to come forward and receive the Holy Eucharist.  If you should choose not to receive, please come forward, cross your arms over your chest, and receive a blessing

Communion Music
Anthem          On Eagles’ Wings 


     Sr Choir
Prayer after Communion 


         
God our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger with this Eucharistic food. Strengthen our faith, that through the death and resurrection of your Son, we may be led to salvation, for he is Lord now and for ever.

Blessing & Dismissal

Recessional Hymn  CP 182 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty    (v1-4) 
                Readings for Next Week 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
1Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12
Holy Week Services

Monday April 11

7:00pm

Tuesday April 12

7:00pm

Wednesday, April 13

10:00 am

Thursday, April 14

7:00pm      Maundy Thursday

Friday, April 15 

8:15, 10:00 am   Good Friday

Saturday, April 16 

8:00 pm     Holy Saturday

Sunday, April 17 

8:15, 10:00 am Easter

THANK YOU!

We had such an amazing response to the request for body washes for Winston Park that they now have plenty. Mary and Susan from the Long Term Care and Dementia Units send you a huge thank you for such a request. You provided forty (40) bottles of body wash for the dementia unit and thirty (30) bottles for the Long Term Care Units. They are always so thankful when they request such things as this and how we respond. For now our collection has finished and I am sure in a few months they will need these things again.  Once again many thanks.

Deacon MaryLynn
Atmosphere Committee – What You Say?
A very long time ago a committee was created to plan events and social gatherings that welcome everyone. After many parish planning meetings it was felt that the “Atmosphere” of St. George’s was a high priority.

Picnics, car rallies, parish name tags, games nights and a medieval dinner to name a few were great opportunities for us to have fun together.

After two long years the committee is ready to get going!

If you are interested in joining us as we slowly begin to leave our bubbles please contact me for our meeting details.  If you have any social ideas please let us know.

Mary Ann Millar

maryannmillar@hotmail.com / 519-744-6292

Food Bank Volunteers
I recently received the following message from Becky Riley, who is my contact at the Region’s Food Bank:

Not sure if this would be of interest to anyone in the congregation, but we have an immediate need for community volunteers to sort non-perishable food donations, ensuring much-needed food is distributed to people and families in need.  There are various 2 hour shifts available through the week. It’s a fun activity for individuals and group. For information and to sign up, you can visit this link: 

https://thefoodbank.volunteerhub.com/lp/sortingblitz?format=0&filter={} 

or contact the Food Bank directly:    519 743-5576

John Ryrie

