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Easter celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ (Mark 16:6) in the verses that address the
transforming message of the Resurrection. It begins with Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of
James going to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. It was sunrise and they were not expecting a life
changing shock. To the contrary, they were so distracted by their grief that they forgot to organize
someone to move the huge stone blocking the entrance to the tomb. To their amazement they arrived
to discover the stone had already been moved. Upon entering the tomb they met an angel. He said
“Don’t be alarmed... you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is
not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter. He is going ahead of
you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” God loved humanity and sent Jesus to
love us and die for us. Quite simply our Lord loved you and He died for you. But even more amazing
than that, He rose again for you. Isn’t it amazing how life can change overnight. How a new sunrise
can bring new hope and transform our grief to joy.

Our thoughts and actions at sunrise set the tone for the entire day. | agree that “you cannot force
someone to hear a message they are not ready to receive. But we must never underestimate the
power of planting a seed”. At the resurrection the disciples had doubts. (Luke 24:11) You can
understand that they had doubts which were associated with their fears and anxiety. It had been a
horrible few days. But a new sunrise brought a new beginning. Words of encouragement can go a
long way.

Another sunrise thought comes from Micah 6:8 which says you and | need “to act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with God.” This sounds like a prescription for healthier spiritual vitality. You
will continue to experience many opportunities to participate in social justice efforts in our parish and
the broader community in the next year. To love mercy can begin by extending God’s mercy to
someone who you aren’t sure deserves it. But you know God functions in mercy for those who do and
those who don’t deserve it. Perhaps someone comes to mind right now. Pray for God’s mercy in their
life this Easter. Walking humbly with God begins with realizing that God loved you before you were
born and wants you to be blessed.

The women and disciples discovered that one should never give up hope. Even in the event of Jesus’
death, there was still hope. They just couldn’t grasp it. He had promised the resurrection but they
were so devastated by his death that they could not see beyond that event. The resurrection was the
renewal for their hope. | also agree that we should never give up hope. Things can change overnight;
problems can dissolve in the light of a new day’s sunrise. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary along




