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Fourth Sunday of Advent – BAS 10:00 am   December 21, 2025 
 
Announcements 
 
Processional Hymn: CP # 102 'Prepare the Way, O Zion' 
 
The Gathering of the Community  
 
C:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
A:  And also with you. 
 
Lighting of Advent Candle: Love  
  

https://www.youtube.com/@stgeorgesfh


Reader 1: "The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
                 Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
                 The Lord is good to all, 
                 And his compassion is over all that he has made. 
                 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 
                 And all your faithful shall bless you."   (Ps. 145.8-10) 
 
Reader 2: Even when we grieve God, 
                 He holds us in tenderness and love, 
                 like one who holds an infant to his cheek. 
 
Reader 1:  His love holds us steadfast; 
                 his love watches over us and keeps us safe. 
                 His love created and sustains us. 
                 His love abides forever and forever. 
 
As the candle is lit: 
All:    Lord Jesus, we rest in God's love 
        as you rest now in the safety and love of your mother's 
        body.   Remind us, ever, to return this love to the one who loves us 
        and to pass it on to those who need it. As work is love made visible,  
             may we work in love for justice, safety, and plenty for all. 
       We ask this in your name, who loved the poor. Amen. 
 
C: Almighty God, 
A: to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Glory to God 
Refrain: 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people, people of goodwill. 
 
Verse 1:  
We praise You, we bless You, 
We adore You, we glorify You, 
We give You thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father. 



Refrain (same as before) 
 
Verse 2: 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; You 
are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
 
Refrain (same) 
 
Verse 3: 
For You, alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. 
 
Refrain: (same) and add “Amen, amen.” 
 
Prayer of Transition 
 
C: Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, look on your church with grace, and 

guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish of St 
George’s, that they may receive a faithful servant who will care for your 
people and support them in their ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

A: Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day                                           
 
C: Eternal God of power and grace, who comes to us in surprising ways— in 

angel appearances, in defeat of enemies, and in resurrection from the 
dead— show us the face of Immanuel in our time. Bring us from fear to 
awe, we pray; in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

A:  Amen 
 
The Proclamation of the Word  
The Readings 
 
 



First Reading  Isaiah 7:10 - 16                             Coralee Little 
 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let 
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 
not put the LORD to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is 
it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore, 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.’ 

 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7,16-18                           Rev Sharla Malliff  
 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
4 O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbours, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 



16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 
17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 

                                                                                                   

Second Reading Romans 1:1-7                     Catherine Carlson 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
ACCLAMATION: 'Ancient Words'  
Ancient words, ever true, 
changing me, changing you; 
we have come with open hearts, 
O let the ancient words impart. 
 
Words of life, words of hope, 
give us strength, help us cope 
in this world where'er we roam, 



ancient words will guide us home. 
Ancient words, ever true, 
changing me, changing you; 
we have come with open hearts, 
O let the ancient words impart. 
 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25                       Rev Sharla Malliff 
 
C: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Matthew 1:18-25                        
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
The Gospel of Christ. 

           Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.    
 
The Response to the Gospel: 'Come to the Child' 
Verse: 
Come to the Child of Bethlehem. 
See Him, the Son of God and Man. 
Think of the life that now has filled 



our flesh and bone. 
Come to the Child in wonder now. 
Think of our God- imagine how 
Heaven could fill this simple Child 
of Bethlehem. 
 
Refrain: 
Come and worship. Come and honour Him. 
Come and bow. Now lay your pride and plans aside. 
Come and praise Him. Lift your heart to Him. 
He is your God! He is your hope, and He is love! 
 
Verse 
Refrain 
 
Homily – Love All      Rev Sharla Malliff 
 
Apostle’s Creed  
 
C:  Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  
A:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People                                                   Coralee Little         
 
O: The flowers in the church today are given in loving memory of our mother 

by Roberta Butler and John Shaw and in loving memory of all my family, 
given by Elizabeth Ceres. 

 
As we come closer to the festival of Jesus’ birth, let us pray that we hear  



God’s word clearly and receive the faith God gives, saying:  O God, who is 
with us, hear our prayer. 
 

       [A time of silence may follow each petition.] 
 Holy One, who astonishes us with surprising gifts, we pray for your 
church and for people of faith in every language and belief, that your 
wisdom will show us our common life, and that all people may rejoice in 
what you create.   
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 

 
Giver of the stars and planets, creator of rivers and oceans, and creatures 
large and small, we pray for wisdom as we live on and with your earth.  
Evoke in us awe for your goodness in these familiar surroundings: our hills 
and valleys, forests and deserts, that the powers you have placed here to 
move through soil and air will remind us always of your bounty and your 
love.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 

 
Power above all powers, we pray for the leaders of governments in every 
nation, especially all nations that face conflict, hunger, disease, and 
oppression, that they may have wisdom to choose what serves the 
common good.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 
Lover of all creation, we pray for all those we too easily forget:  those of 
your children who are poor, or homeless, or in prison;  those who are sick, 
or lonely, or frightened; all who hunger for faith and hope. Care for them, 
that they may be strengthened by joy in your healing.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  

 
Holy One, in whose community we thrive, we pray for those with whom we 
share our daily lives: our families, friends, and neighbors, those with whom 
we work and play, those whose names we do not know who provide for 
us, that we may all be renewed in courage and nurtured in hope.  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  

Sustainer of your people, we give you thanks for members of the body of 
Christ in every age and every place who, by their witness, bring us here 
today.  Come to us in Christ, O God, that we who live in this world by faith 
may see that faith confirmed in the world to come; through the risen One 



who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 
C: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 
Most merciful God, 

A: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 

 
C: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 

sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A: Amen.  

The Peace 
 

C: The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
A: And also with you. 
 
Invitation to the Offering 

All that we have is the Lord’s. 
All that we may become and receive is in God’s hands. 
For the sake of the joy that is ours when our bonds grow deep with others,  
let us give generously for the well-being of the world. 

 
Offertory Hymn:  CP # 123 'Once in Royal David's City'  
 
 
 



Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Holy God, you bless us with many gifts, you retrieve us from despair and fear, 
you visit us with surprising proclamations, and you intend for us good things. 
We thank you for your steadfast love, for sending signs of assurance, and for the 
gift of faith. Use our gifts to bring comfort and justice to those in need, reforming 
the ways of our world for the sake of new life. 
.Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                      

Eucharistic Prayer:  1982 Scottish Rite  
 
C:  The Lord be with you.  
A:  And also with you.  
 
C:  Lift up your hearts.  
A:  We lift them to the Lord.  
 
C:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
A:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
C: Worship and praise belong to you, God our maker. Out of nothing, you 

called all worlds to be, and still you draw the universe to its fulfillment.  
Dawn and evening celebrate your glory till time shall be no more. 

 
In Christ, your Son, the life of heaven and earth were joined, sealing the 
promise of a new creation, given, yet still to come. 

 
Taught by your Spirit, we, who bear your threefold likeness, look for the 
City of Peace in whose light we are transfigured and the earth 
transformed.   

 
As your children of your redeeming purpose who await the coming to your 
Son, we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole 
company of heaven singing the hymn of your unending glory: 
 



 
 
 Glory and thanksgiving be to you, most loving Father. Our hope is built on 

Him, the first, the last, the living one. Obedient, even to accepting death, 
He opened the gate of glory and calls us now to share the life of heaven.   

 
Before he was given up to suffering and  death, a light with the vision of a 
feast that heralded a kingdom yet to come, at supper with his disciples, he 
took bread and offered you thanks. He broke the bread, and gave it to 
them saying: “Take, eat. This is my Body: it is broken for you.”  

 
After supper, he took the cup, he offered you thanks, and gave it to them 
saying: “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new covenant; it is 
poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

 
We now obey your Son’s command.  We recall his blessed passion and 
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension; and we look for the coming 
of his Kingdom. Made one with him, we offer you these gifts and with them 
ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.  

 

Hear us, most merciful Father, and send your Holy Spirit upon us and 
upon this bread and this wine, that, overshadowed by his life-giving power, 
they may be the Body and Blood of your Son; and may we be kindled with 
the fire of your love and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.   



Help us, who are baptized into the fellowship of Christ’s Body, to live and 
work to your praise and glory; may we grow together in unity and love until 
at last, in your new creation, we enter into our heritage in the company of 
the Virgin Mary, the apostles and prophets, and all our brothers and 
sisters living and departed.  

 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be to you, Lord of all ages.  

A: Amen.  
 
C: And now, as our Saviour has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 

 



 



The Breaking of the Bread  
 
C:  God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  
A: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

 
The Communion  
 
Administrants: Adriana Cronin, Jennifer Millar                                 
 
Communion Music: CP # 85 'Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless' 
 
Choir Anthem 
 
Prayer after Communion  
 

C  Faithful God, in this sacrament we receive the promise of salvation. 
May we, like the Virgin Mary, be obedient to your will. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

A: Amen. 
 
C:  Glory to God,  
A:  Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.     

 Amen.  



Benediction: 'The Blessing' 
The Lord bless you and keep you, 
Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord turn his face toward you, and give you peace. (x2) 
 
Amen, amen, amen. 
Amen, amen, amen. 

 
Blessing  
 
C:  Now let the face of God shine upon you to bless you and save you 

from all doubt and danger; through Jesus Christ, now and always and the 
Blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A:     Amen. 
 
Recessional Hymn: CP # 101 'Hail to the Lord's Anointed' 
 

C:     Be strong in the truth of God.  
Bear witness to the gospel.   
Persevere in the face of evil.   
Persist in your commitment to Christ.   
Live without fear.   
Love without reserve. 

A:  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Dismissal: 
 
C: People of God, do not be afraid. Listen to the Word of the Lord who 

promises to be with us in every age. Spread this Word to those who live 
without hope. Live this Word as people who know “God-with-us”, 
Immanuel. 

A:       Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                         Readings for Next Week 
                     Christmas Lessons and Carols 

 
 
Last Week’s Attendance 
Sunday : 8:15          32    10:00            64 
 
Givings 
On the plate   $3,240       Auto Debit: $2,093 
 
Sunday Smile 
Under the same management for more than 2,000 years. 
 
Bible Study  
Join our Bible Study every Thursday at 1:30 pm in the Fireside room. All are 
welcome! Bible Study will be on break until the New Year. A startup date will be 
published when available. 
 
Members Envelopes 
Please note that member donation envelopes are available in the Narthex. We 
ask that you pick them up at your earliest convenience. 
 
Advent Lesson Readers 
The assigned Readers List for the four Sundays in Advent has now been placed 
in your mail folder in the Narthex. In addition, information on the need for 
volunteers to read lessons at our special Christmas services has been shared. 
The sign-up sheet for volunteers will be posted in the Narthex. There have been 
a couple of changes to the master list of those able to read at our regular Sunday 
services so that updated list has been printed on the back of the assignment list 
for Advent. Questions? 
Contact: Cheryl Fox @ 519-579-0684. 
 
Christmas Flowers 
Sign-up sheets for the Altar Guild’s Christmas flowers are now available in the 
Narthex. If you would like to contribute flowers in honour or memory of loved 
ones, or simply help beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas season, please 
take a moment to add your name to the list. 
 
 



 Christmas Office Hours (Pierrette) 
December 22: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
December 23: 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
December 24: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
December 25 & 26: Closed 
December 29: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
December 30: 10:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
December 31: Closed 
January 1: Closed 
January 2: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 
Give and Take a Gift 
To anyone in need of a gift item for the Christmas season, please feel free to 
take a gift from the table in the Narthex. Those that receive these treasures will 
be blessed.  Also, if you would like to add an item that too will be appreciated, 
thanks. 
 
Name Tags 
If you would like a name tag, there is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and the cost 
is $13.00 
 
Check Your Mailbox 
Please check your mailboxes in the Narthex regularly. 
 
Christmas Worship Services 
In addition to our regular Sunday 8:15 am and 10 am Services, we are inviting all 
to attend the following additional special Services of Worship as listed. 
 
Wednesday, December 24     5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Eucharist  
 
Wednesday, December 24     8:00 pm Christmas Eve Traditional Eucharist 
                            
Thursday, December 25      9:00 am Christmas Day Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday, December 28      9:00 am Christmas Festival of  
                                                              Readings and Music 
 
 
 



Thank You 
One of our favourite events during the season of Advent is the Service of Advent 
Lessons and Carols. Our thanks to members of the choir, Choir Master Rob and 
Organist John for the delightful selection of choral compositions sung by the choir 
as well as many of our favourite Christmas hymns for all to sing and enjoy. A 
special thank you to Rev. Barry Ferguson as priest-in-charge, the lesson readers, 
our Wardens, greeters, and to John Dale for his time and expertise live-
streaming the service to those at home. To Rev. Sharla for overseeing the 
development of the program and for Pierrette, our office Administrator; let us all 
recognize that the afternoon would not have happened and has been as warmly 
received without your time and effort. 
On Behalf of Attendees 
 
VESTRY REPORTS 
Our annual Vestry Meeting will be held Sunday, February 1st and we are asking 
all people who wish to have a report included in our Vestry Booklet to have their 
report submitted to the office by Monday, Jan 5th.  We would like to have the 
reports available for publication by Sunday, Jan 18th, 2026.  Please submit a 
Office Word format to help us efficiently assemble the Report.   
 
Christmas Market & Tap Square 
Thanks to the counting work of Nelson Cuthbert, we have a final tally for the 
Christmas Market, our profit was $4,694.94.  Well done and many thanks to the 
people who generously donated various items - you know what was donated. 
Thanks to all of the volunteers who set up, displayed, and sold and cleaned up 
afterwards. 
News flash....We are now prepared to offer our tap square for purchasing grocery 
cards.  So now people have options for purchasing - cash, cheque, etransfer 
and tap square.  Whichever works best for you, but please pass the word on for 
those who forget to carry cash with them, that they can now purchase using their 
cards!   
 
Photographs  
Pictures taken at worship services and special events may be used for the Parish 
Website, Facebook page, or the Dragon Flyer. Please speak to the photographer 
if you do not wish to be included in a picture.  
The Communications Committee 
 
 



Special “Christmas Envelopes” 
There are many experiences in our backgrounds regarding the use of the special 
“Christmas Envelopes” that we have provided for our parishioners.  For a 
direction for our parish, please use them for any extra monies for general 
operating expenses.  If you wish to give our Interim Rector, Rev Sharla, a 
monetary gift of thanks separately at your discretion, please do so via a separate 
envelope/card with her name clearly shown on the envelope and leave it in the 
Office for her.  It will not be entered into our donor accounting system but will 
remain as a separate and private gift from you. 
Thanks! 
Your Wardens 
 


