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Epiphany V - Feb 8, 2026 BAS - 10:00 am

Announcements

Processional Hymn: CP #645 'Come Down, O Love Divine'

The Gathering of the Community

C:

A
C:
A.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the


https://www.youtube.com/@stgeorgesfh

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

C: Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy upon us.
Glory to God

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.
Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly king,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive, receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord.

You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father,

in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Amen.



Prayer of Transition

C: Almighty God, giver of all good gifts, look on your church with grace, and
guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish of St
George’s, that they may receive a faithful servant who will care for your
people and support them in their ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

The Collect of the Day

C: Holy God, you gave the law to show your people the way of
righteousness. Help us receive your commandments as grace and live as
your obedient children that your goodness may shine through us, to the
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen

The Proclamation of the Word

The Readings

First Reading Isaiah 58: 1-12 John Ryrie
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practised righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgements,
they delight to draw near to God.
3‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day,
and oppress all your workers.
4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight



and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
5 |s such the fast that | choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bullrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
6 s not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7ls it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rearguard.
9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10 if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
11 The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;



you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 112:1-10 Rev Sharla Malliff

1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord *
and have great delight in his commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, *
and their righteousness will last for ever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5 It is good for them to be generous in lending *
and to manage their affairs with justice.

6 For they will never be shaken; *
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumours; *
their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, *
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9 They have given freely to the poor, *
and their righteousness stands fast for ever; they will hold up their
head with honour.

10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 John Shaw

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For | decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And | came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation
were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, ° so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.
6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7 But we speak God’s
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would
not have crucified the Lord of glory. ® But, as it is written,
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him’—
19 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. ' For what human being knows what is truly
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what
is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 2 Now we have received not the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. '® And we speak of these things in words not taught by
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who
are spiritual.
14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are
discerned spiritually. 1® Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.
16 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord

so as to instruct him?’
But we have the mind of Christ.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,

The Word of the Lord is alive,
The Word of God is active
It can judge our thoughts, bring us closer to the Father.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 Rev Sharla Malliff

C: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:13-20

13*You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.

14You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. ' No one
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. 1 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

17 ‘Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come
not to abolish but to fulfil. 18 For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass away,
not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. 1® Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 2% For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



The Response to the Gospel: CP #502 'You Are Salt for the Earth'

Homily Rev Sharla Malliff

Apostle’s Creed

C:
A:

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People Coralee Little

O:

The flowers on the altar today are in celebration of Jack’s 91st birthday,
given by Marilyn Graham.

Almighty God, through the testimony of those who know your love you
have guided us to ask for what we need. Our Lord Jesus called his
disciples to live as a city on a hill and a lamp on a stand, that all may see
the glory of God.

We pray for the church, the community of disciples. Grant that we, who
claim the name of Christ, may shine as light into our dark world.

Our brother Paul led the church, not by lofty words of human wisdom, but
by wisdom born of your Spirit. We pray for those who serve the church; let
our pastors, teachers, and those who minister in the name of Christ
forsake worldly knowledge that perishes and be led by your truth.

Blessed are those who honor your commandments, O Lord. We pray for
our world, for the governments and for its leaders. May all who rule honor
justice and compassion and serve the common good that the people may
flourish.



A:

You teach us to offer food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted. We pray for the sick, the hungry, the poor, the homeless, and
those who are oppressed. This morning we especially pray for ...

Let your church minister to those in distress and bear witness to your
abiding compassion for all who suffer.

To you, O God, we pray, through Christ, with Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, forever and ever.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

C: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he
welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

A: We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive
us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your name. Amen.

C: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

The Peace

C: The peace of the Lord be always with you,

A: And also with you.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Preparation of the Gifts



Invitation to the Offering

C:

Like a spring whose waters never fail, God calls us to share what we have
received. Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God

Offertory Hymn: CP #145 'Good King Wenceslas'

Prayer over the Gifts

C:

A:

Loving God, we give thanks for all you have given to us and praise you
For your astounding goodness. Receive the dedication of our hearts,
minds, and bodies for the ministry of your church. Bless our offering for
the work of your kingdom, and give us wisdom for the right use of all you
have provided, through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer #2

>0 20 2O

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer.

He is your living Word,

through whom you have created all things.
By the power of the Holy Spirit

he took flesh of the Virgin Mary

and shared our human nature.

He lived and died as one of us,

to reconcile us to you,

the God and Father of all.

In fulfilment of your will

he stretched out his hands in suffering,



to bring release to those who place their hope in you;
and so he won for you a holy people.

He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,

and to give up his life on the cross,

that he might shatter the chains of evil and death,
and banish the darkness of sin and despair.

By his resurrection

he brings us into the light of your presence.

Now with all creation we raise our voices

to proclaim the glory of your name.
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Holy and gracious God,

accept our praise,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who on the night he was handed over

to suffering and death,

took bread and gave you thanks,

saying, “Take, and eat:

this is my body which is broken for you.”

In the same way he took the cup,

saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you.
When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we offer you this bread and this cup,

giving thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit

upon the offering of your holy Church.

Gather into one

all who share in these sacred mysteries,

filling them with the Holy Spirit

and confirming their faith in the truth,

that together we may praise you



and give you glory

through your Servant, Jesus Christ.
All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son,

with the Holy Spirit

in the holy Church,

now and for ever.

Amen
Our Father in Heaven
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The Breaking of the Bread

C: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
A: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.
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The Communion
Administrants: Cameron Crassweller

Communion Music: CP #465 'Here in This Place New Light Is Streaming’

Choir Anthem



Prayer after Communion

C

>0

Eternal God, in you we find peace beyond all telling. May we who share in
this heavenly banquet be instruments of your peace on earth, in the name
of Jesus Christ the Lord.

Amen.

Glory to God,

Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the
Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Benediction: 'The Blessing'

The Lord bless you and keep you,

Make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord turn his face toward you, and give you peace. (x2)

Amen, amen, amen.
Amen, amen, amen.

Blessing

C:

A:

May Christ, the true light, shine upon you, that you may walk in
righteousness all your days. And the blessing of God— the Creator, the
Son - Healer and the Holy Spirit, Giver of Life bless you and keep you
always.

Amen.

Recessional Hymn: CP #451 'King of Love, O Christ, We Crown You'

Dismissal

C:

A:

Jesus said, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. So go in love and
peace to serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



Readings for Next Week

Exodus 24: 12-18 Psalm 99
2 Peter 1: 16-21 Matthew 17: 1-9
Last Week’s Attendance

Sunday: 9:00 am 75

Givings
On the plate $2,426 Auto Debit: $2,069

Sunday Smile
For every minute you remain angry, you give up 60 seconds of peace.

Bible Study
Join our Bible Study every Thursday at 1:30 pm in the Fireside room. All are
welcome!

Book Club

February Book Club is on February 17, 1pm in the Fireside Room. The book is
“The View from Lake Como” by Adriana Trigiani. Call Ruth Pearce if you are
interested in attending.

Ashes for Ash Wednesday

With Ash Wednesday approaching (February 18) parishioners are
invited to bring in any palm crosses they have at home to be burned
and used in our Ash Wednesday service. There will be a basket on
the table inside the doors of the sanctuary where you can drop any
crosses. Thank you very much for your support.

Your Altar Guild.

World Day of Prayer

Friday, March 6th. St Matthews Lutheran Church, Kitchener will be the host
for the event. This year's service has been written by the women of Nigeria with
the theme being (I will give you rest (Matthew 11: 28-30.)

If you are able to prepare a plate of treats or help serve our guests, please speak
with Catherine Carlson. You can send an email if that is

easier: c.louisecarlson@gmail.com.
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“Out of the Cold” Outreach

While the temperatures have plummeted this winter, we are reminded of our
friends who lived rough and unhoused. St John's Kitchen's newly renovated
spaces are making a difference to a community which is vulnerable all year long,
but never more vulnerable than when the mercury registers in double digits
below zero!

Please, consider, if you can, purchasing $5 Tim Cards to be distributed to the
clients who require them. Being able to purchase something at Tim Hortons
gives each one dignity and a chance to sit someplace warm. Simply place the
Tim Cards in the collection plate for blessing and distribution.

Your contribution to this outreach is deeply appreciated.

Your Outreach Committee

Book/Bible Study

Following the 10am worship, we will continue our study series from the book
“Pairings: The Bible and Booze” by Matthew Anderson. This week we will
engage with Chapter 2 and the Book of Joshua.

Thank you

We are thankful for the Wardens and the Selection Committee in leading us
forward to a new beginning. We hold you in prayer as you decipher, discuss,
spend endless hours and make choices in the process to choose a new Priest for
our parish. Thank you.

Photographs

Pictures taken at worship services and special events may be used for the Parish
Website, Facebook page, or the Dragon Flyer. Please speak to the photographer
if you do not wish to be included in a picture. The Communications Committee.

Tax Receipts for Pick Up

Please pick up your Annual Tax Receipt from the Narthex. Any left on February
23 will be mailed out. Thank you very much for your continued support of St
George’s. All donations are greatly appreciated.

Thank you

Thank you to Diann McCallister, Heather Murphy and Ericka Babb for helping
with the Soup Luncheon. Thank you to Catherine Carlson for donating the buns
and dessert. So far, we raised $425.00. Also, thank you to all who attended and
made it a success.



OUTREACH FEBRUARY NEWS BYTES
St. George’s Outreach — a community working together to do God’s work
Collaborate to lead initiatives supporting those in need in our community
Aid to KW agencies
Reaching those in need in the world around us
Environment of caring
Your Outreach Committee has been very busy over the past few months. Thank
you all so much for your caring and generous support. We have been able to
accomplish together amazing things in support of others in our community and
beyond.
ST. ANDREWS CUPBOARD
A HUGE thank-you for your continued support to the St. Andrew's
cupboard! With our help, they have been able to help so many families in need
. Each week in the bulletin, there is information about the weekly needs that
are required. St. Andrews Cupboard is a success largely due to the amazing
amounts of products that our parishioners contribute each week.
THANK-YOQOU for your generosity §
ST. JOHN’S KITCHEN
As you are all aware, individuals experiencing homelessness face special
challenges due to the severe cold weather that we have been having. It would
make a huge difference in the lives of these people if they could get a break from
the cold. We are requesting that those who can, donate $5 Tim Horton’s gift
cards. These cards will enable these individuals to get a break from the cold, use
the facilities and have a warmup drink.
We continue to support this charity in many ways, and we donate scarves, hats,
boots and shoes towards their “Walk in my shoes” initiative.
PANCAKE SUPPER
Mark your calendar—February 17th is the annual Pancake Supper at St.
George’s, happening from 5:00-6:30 p.m. in Thompson Hall. Proceeds support
our foster children in Ghana. This is a free will offering, with cash, debit, or credit
card accepted. We'll be serving pancakes (plain, blueberry, or banana), sausage,
and genuine maple syrup; gluten-free options are available upon request, and
takeout is also available. If you'd like to volunteer, sign-up sheets are in the
Narthex at the church, or contact Susan Hipperson at 519-654-7023 or
susanhipp@gmail.com.




Lenten Coin Holders for ALONGSIDE HOPE

(formerly Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund)

Alongside Hope is the Anglican Church of Canada’s agency for sustainable
development and relief. Since 1958, they have worked hand-in-hand with trusted
partners in Canada and around the world on a journey of positive change.
Together, we are we are improving health, food security and livelihoods where
needs are greatest.

As a special fundraiser for Alongside Hope, fabric coin holders will be made
available during Lent. Last year, St. George’s Outreach was able to raise $775
through the Lenten Coin Holder initiative. These coin holders have small pockets
where coins can be placed everyday during Lent. Then at the end of Lent, the
Coin Holder can be rolled up and wrapped with an elastic band and placed on
the offering plate at the back of the church. These days, many of us do not use
cash for our purchases, and it can be difficult to have enough coins to fill the
pockets. If this happens, feel free to attach dollar bills or a cheque with your Coin
Holder. Another option is to make an e-transfer through the churches email:
stgeorgefh@outlook.com. Please make sure you identify that the funds should go
to the Lenten Coin Holder for Alongside Hope.

Outreach would like to thank the congregation for their generosity last year and is
looking forward to your continued participation this year. The Lenten Coin holders
will be available on a table in the narthex at Sunday Services on Feb. 8 and 15
and will remain there until the end of Lent.

Thank you,

OUTREACH DONATIONS

We are very pleased to report that because of the generosity of many of our
parishioners who so generously donate funds that we are able to have a
significant impact on our community by donating $9,000 to the following
organizations:

Food bank $3,000
One Roof Youth Services  $3,000
Women'’s Crisis Unit $2,000 (formerly Anselma House)
Food 4 Kids $2,000

This is an amazing accomplishment that we can all be proud of and know that we
are truly making a difference in people’s lives.

The Outreach Committee

Thank you for your continuing support! Your generosity has been amazing!!

Just a reminder, new members are always welcome. If you would like to get
involved in Outreach, please contact Heather Murphy (519-998-4975) or
Dianne McCandless (519-807-9205). ©
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Selection Committee Update:

The Selection Committee has completed the summarization and analysis
of your responses to the general “Diocese of Huron” Questionnaire #1 and the
more specific “St. George’s” Questionnaire #2. Thank you so much for the
detailed completion and return of these Questionnaires as they provided
significant focal points for the next stage of our work.

The following are very brief summaries of your feedback. More detailed
summaries are available in the Narthex to take home and study.

Diocese of Huron Questionnaire #1 Summary Statement:

The congregation values its strong sense of community, commitment to
outreach, rich musical tradition, and dedicated leadership. Addressing growth,
leadership, engagement, and communication will be essential for building a
vibrant and sustainable future.

St. George’s Questionnaire #2 Summary Statement:

The results from our second parish survey highlight a hopeful and unified vision
for the future. Parishioners place the highest priority on trust, clear
communication, and relational leadership, seeking a Rector who listens deeply,
connects personally, and leads through relationship. Growth through evangelism
is seen as essential, while worship, outreach, and meaningful homilies remain
central to parish life. Pastoral care and music are valued anchors, and youth
engagement and financial stability are important outcomes of healthy growth.
The congregation desires preaching that inspires, uplifts, and connects faith to
everyday life, alongside collaborative, warm, and empowering leadership that
balances tradition with freshness, structure with creativity, and depth with
accessibility.

The detailed Parish Profile is almost finished! When complete, it will be
sent with the requested support documents to the Bishop by the third week of
February. We will then await a short-list of possible Rector candidates from the
Bishop. Hopefully, this will arrive in the first two weeks of March. In the
meantime, your Selection Committee will continue to craft specific interview
questions for the candidates.

As always, if you have any questions/concerns, please contact Nelson.
Thanks very much!

Nelson Cuthbert, Chair-Selection Committee [cuthben@gmail.com; 519-578-
8671;519-588-8672].



